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►  06 January: Epiphany of the Lord, 
Santa Maria in Aracoeli, (Rome - Italy). 
►  07-12 January: Meetings of the Defini-
tory at the General Curia (Rome - Italy). 
►  14-25 January: Meeting with the new 
Provincial Ministers, the General Curia 
(Rome - Italy). 
►  16 January: Feast of the University and 
the Chancellor of the PUA (Rome - Italy). 
►  26-28 January: Meeting with the Pro-
vincial Ministers and Definitors of the 
Provinces of the Holy Martyrs of Gorkum 
(Netherlands) and St. Joseph, Spouse 
B.V.M. (Belgium), the Netherlands. 
►  29-31 January: Seminar at the PUA on 
the situation Order Today (Rome). 
►  31 January: Participation and greeting 
at the General Chapter of the Friars Minor 
Conventual (Assisi).  

Greccio, Italy – 30th Anniversary of the  
Pilgrimage of John Paul II  

Spain –Towards the Amalgamation of Provinces  

S ince 2005, Spain has been talk-
ing about the possible unifica-

tion of the provinces. Then in both 
2009 and 2010, they decided to start a 
fusion process, supported by the fol-
lowing Provinces: Betic, Carthage, 
Our Lady of the Rule of Granada, 
Holy Savior of Horta de Catalunya, 
St. Joseph of Valencia, and St. Greg-
ory the Great of Castile. The Custody 
of St. Francis Solano of Peru also 
joined. During its meeting of January 
2011, the Definitors of these entities 
decided that the union will take place 
on 1 January 2015. It was also de-
cided that the various sectors should 
express what they want in the new 
Entity (Formation and Studies, Evan-
gelization and Mission, JPIC, Pastoral 
Education, Ongoing Formation, etc.). 
The material provided by the various 
sectors was entrusted to two brothers, 
who developed a draft entitled 
"Project Portiuncula. Life and Mis-
sion." At the meeting of Definitors of 
the Entities from 13-15 September 
2012, a new redaction was drawn up 
taking into account the priorities of 
the Order. The preparation of the pro-
ject was sent to all the fraternities of 
the seven entities concerned, because 

O n January 2, 1983, Pope 
John Paul II went as a pil-
grim to the hermitage of 

Greccio, the "Franciscan Bethlehem 
", which addresses people a message 
of salvation and peace, inviting us to 
experience infinite love, as the Pope 
said on that occasion when he said to 
the followers of Saint Francis of As-
sisi, "From this hermitage of Greccio, 
I repeat to you that you are called to 
be men of the Gospel as your Father 
Francis, drawing close to the men and 
women of today and embracing their 
events, problems, and sufferings, but 
above all in order to convince them 
that the Gospel is the sure way of sal-
vation. Hence, all other paths are in-
accessible, insecure, inadequate, and 

often unproductive. Bring to our 
times the Good News which is a proc-
lamation of hope, reconciliation, and 
peace; resurrect Christ in the hearts of 
distressed and oppressed men. Be for 
all, custodians and witnesses to a 
hope that does not disappoint. Like 
Francis, be the Heralds of the Great 
King!"  

it is the object of study and further 
proposals, so that the final draft may 
be submitted for the approval of the 
Provincial and Custodial Chapters, 
which will take place between the end 
of March and early May 2013. At the 
end of the meeting, they finally ad-
dressed the issue of the presences. 
Therefore, a commission was created 
to work on the subject, with the inten-
tion of offering criteria about the 
presence in the new entity, without, 
however, the structures determining 
about the life and mission of the Fri-
ars Minor.  

Blessed are the Peacemakers  

“ Peace concerns the human person 
as a whole, and it involves com-

plete commitment. It is peace with God 
through a life lived according to his 
will. It is interior peace with oneself, 
and exterior peace with our neighbors 
and all creation. Above all, as 
Blessed John XXIII wrote in his En-
cyclical Pacem in Terris, whose fiftieth 
anniversary will fall in a few months, it 
entails the building up of a coexistence 
based on truth, freedom, love and jus-
tice. The denial of what makes up the 
true nature of human beings in its es-
sential dimensions, its intrinsic capac-
ity to know the true and the good and, 
ultimately, to know God himself, jeop-
ardizes peacemaking. Without the truth 
about man inscribed by the Creator in 
the human heart, freedom and love be-
come debased, and justice loses the 
ground of its exercise” (n. 3); (Message 
of Pope Benedict XVI for the celebra-
tion of XLVI World Day of Peace, 
January 1, 2013).  

Agenda of the Minister General  
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Rome, Italy – Br. José R. Carballo, OFM, is new USG President  

D uring the 80th 
General As-

sembly of the Union 
of Superiors Gen-
eral (USG), our 
Minister General 
was elected Presi-
dent. After the elec-
tion, Br. Jose spoke 

some words, drawing from the recent 
Synod of Bishops: 
"We are called to be evangelized in 
order to be transparency of the Gos-
pel, "living exegesis of the Word." 
This requires making our identity a 
top priority, pay special attention to 
the three pillars that support reli-
gious life today: spirituality, commu-
nity life, and mission. 
We are called especially to be seek-
ers of God, to live deeply the primacy 
of God in our life and mission, being 

inflamed by him so as to inflame oth-
ers. 
We are called to dwell on the bor-
ders, in the inhuman cloisters marked 
by all kinds of poverty. Religious life 
must constantly renew its commit-
ment to stand alongside the poor, 
sharing their suffering, as Jesus did. 
We are called not to neglect any 
challenge to which modern man is 
particularly sensitive, such as the 
ecological imbalance, the constant 
threat to peace, and contempt to-
wards the most basic human rights. 
In the future, we cannot help but im-
prove what facilitates cooperation 
with the offices of the Holy See and 
among us. 
Trusting in the grace of God and in 
your fraternal help, this new team of 
USG sets off in the name of the 
Lord."  

W e celebrated the 15th anniver-
sary of the death of Br. Vjeko 

Ćurić, murdered at 41 by his 
"Swarthies" (his Rwandans) on 31 
January 1998 in front of the Church 
of the Holy Family in Kigali, capital 
of Rwanda (until now the perpetra-
tors have not been identified!). Br. 
Vjeko answered the call to go to Af-
rica to help the people there. As-
signed in Rwanda in 1983, he 
worked in the parish of Kivumu, 
about forty kilometers from Kigali, 
together with other brothers. He 
lived among the people of Rwanda in 
the spirit of St. Francis, to try to 
awaken in people the desire to build 
their own future. Everything that 
exists today in Kivumu exists thanks 
to Br. Vjeko, for he built there a 
church, a dispensary, a convent for 
sisters etc. The hills, which were 
once desolate, because of his hard 
work and resourcefulness have been 
developed into a large parish of 
35,000 souls. During the terrible war 
in Rwanda, which killed about a mil-
lion people, he always stayed in Ki-
vumu, managing to save from certain 
death thousands of men, women and 
children. For this reason, he was well 
known throughout the country and, 
after his assassination, people 
wanted his mortal remain in Kivumu. 
In Fact, he was buried in the parish 

church there. The film, "Shooting 
Dogs", was inspired by his story and 
the director, David Belton, described 
Br. Vjeko as "the African Oscar 
Schindler." Currently, living and 
working in Kivumu are other friars, 
who carry out his mission and fulfill 
a dream of Br. Vjeko, namely, the 
construction of a school. In 1999, in 
fact, the school began, bearing his 
name with a first group of 40 stu-
dents. There, one can learn some 
trades, such as Construction and 
sewing; it aims to help young people 
of Kivumu to develop their talents 
and acquire the skills necessary to 
support themselves and their fami-
lies.  

Rome – Course of JPIC  
at the Antonianum  

T he next course of JPIC Anto-
nianum will be held from 9 -19 

April 2013. The General Chapter of 
the Order of Friars Minor in 2003 
asked that in the Pontifical Anto-
nianum University in Rome, as well 

as in all 
Franciscan 
Institutes of 
H i g h e r 
L e a r n i n g , 
there should 
be courses 
dedicated to 
j u s t i c e , 
peace and 
integrity of 
creation "in 
which par-
ticular atten-

tion is given to issues of creation and 
non-violence" (Proposal 4). In re-
sponse to the request of the Chapter, 
the PUA and the General Office of 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Crea-
tion of the Order of Friars Minor 
have created this course. As always, 
the course is open to all the brothers, 
religious, and laity concerned and 
will be taught in three languages: Ital-
ian, English, and Spanish. To learn 
more, e-mail:  pax@ofm.org  

The V European Congress of 
JPIC Facilitators (Animators)  

T he Fifth European Congress of 
JPIC Animators will be held in 
Trogir, Croatia, from 28 April 

to 3 May 2013. The coordinators of the 
JPIC European Conferences met in 
Rome to organize the Congress. In-
vited are the facilitators themselves, 
the Minister General, the Definitors 
General of Europe, the President of 
UFME, the brothers who work in the 
General Office of JPIC, provincial sec-
retaries of formation and Evangeliza-
tion of the Conference, and facilitators 
of the JPIC Conference of the English-
speaking provinces that are part of 
Europe. The first two days will be 
open to the participation of friars and 
lay people in the area. The theme of 
the Congress will be "The Franciscan 
Charism in the new Europe: Religion, 
Politics, Ethics and Culture."  

Rwanda – 15th Anniversary of the  
Death of Br. Vjeko Ćurić  
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Assisi, Italy - The International Congress of the Secretary 
General for Formation and Studies  

T he Minister General has con-
vened the International Con-

gress of the General Secretariat for 
Formation and Studies "Iesus ibat 
cum Illis" (Luke 24:15). It is entitled, 
Franciscan Accompanying Formative 
Approach and will be held from 8 to 
22 September 2013 at St. Mary of the 
Angels of the Portiuncula in Assisi. It 
will be attended by the Provincial 
Secretaries for Formation and Studies 
of the Provinces and Autonomous 
Custodies, in order to address from a 
formation perspective the topic of 
Franciscan Accompaniment from an 
interdisciplinary interpretation as 
content development of the Ratio 

Formationis Francescanae. Accord-
ing to the mandates of the General 
Chapter of Assisi in 2009, the Con-
gress should be a natural continuation 
of the six Formation Congresses or-
ganized by SGFS: September 2010 in 
Manila (Philippines); September of 
2011 in Bogotá (Colombia), in No-
vember of  2011 in Arusha 
(Tanzania); April of 2012 in Fatima 
(Portugal) in August of 2012 in Colo-
rado Springs (USA); September of 
2012, Split (Croatia); and Jerusalem 
(Israel), in October 2011.  

Process of Unification of 
the French Provinces  

T he two French provinces, that of 
the Blessed Pacific (119 friars) 

and the Franco-Belgian one of the 
Three Companions (94 friars) will 
both have a Chapter from April 28-
May 4, 2013 to merge among them-
selves, after which, the new province 
will be called "Franco-Belge Francis-
can Province of Blessed John Duns 
Scotus". In recent history, these enti-
ties were the first to make a restructur-
ing in 1996 when the-then 6 provinces 
(5 in France and one in Belgium) be-
came two. Now in 2013, they will be-
come 1. Yet, it has been three years 
since they started the process of fu-
sion. Since 1996 the Secretariats (i.e., 
Formation and Studies, Missions and 
Evangelization) and offices (i.e., Jus-
tice and Peace, Pastoral Vocation) 
have been working together. What 
remains only is the unification of the 
economy. The Preparatory Commis-
sion for the Chapter finally drew up 
the rules of the Chapter of unification 
as well as the transitional rules to be 
approved by the General Definitory. 
The Chapter will choose the seat of the 
new Province.  

Franciscan Bookmark  
►  Formazione francescana oggi 
(Franciscan Formation Today) Albert 
Schmucki OFM, Dehoniane Publish-
ers, Bologna 2012, pp. 520.  
The book is the result of a collabora-
tion between the teachers of the Mas-
ters in Formation - a Franciscan per-
spective course, which, since 2006, is 
offered at the Antonianum (PUA). Al-
though various authors approach the 
formative action of spiritual experience 
from different skills, among the differ-
ent perspectives presented, a surprising 
convergence is achieved. The original-
ity of the contributions is to address 
the various components of the forma-
tive process in the common reference 
to the Franciscan charism and his vi-
sion of man. Book Summary:  
1. Towards a hermeneutic approach to 
formation; 2. The origins of Franciscan 
formation 3. Spiritual discernment in 
the Christian experience of Francis and 
Clare of Assisi, 4. Intercultural forma-
tion; 5. The formative relationship 
from a Franciscan perspective 6. The 
figure of the formator in the formation 
process; 7. The programming of the 
Franciscan Formation 8. Formation 
and emotional maturity; 9. Formation 
and moral development; 10. Personal 
dialogue in formative guidance; 11. 
Franciscan formation and spiritual 
guidance. 
 

►  From the Court to the Cloister. St. 
Catherine Vigri and Her Writings, 
by Peter Mass, Portiuncula Publishers, 
2012, pp. 212. 
A life seemingly simple, Catherine 
Vigri (1413-1463), whose better 
known as Catherine of Bologna, is not 

just a figure of yore, but a witness of 
faith still physically present among us. 
Just enter the church in Bologna which 
houses her remains, ask to see the 
chapel of the Saint, and you will be her 
in front of you, sitting, dressed in her 
Poor Clare habit, looking at you despite 
the passage of time. What does this 
body, dried up in time, but still intact 
want to communicate? What does that 
face tell many pilgrims of that little 
woman who lived over five hundred 
years ago? In this book of many voices, 
a group of leading authors and scholars 
of Franciscan themes, reconstructs how 
the sources have handed down the story 
of the Saint and outlined her profile in 
history. Through her letters, we come 
in contact with a deep history of faith 
and evangelical passion that still has 
much to tell the people of today. The 
contributors are: Marco Bartoli, Carlo 
Delcorno, Antonella de jure, 
Mariafiamma Faberi, Nicoletta Jupiter 
Marchioli, Enrico Peverada, Silvia 
Minions, and Gabriella Zarri. 
 

►  Le Noël de Saint François d'Assise 
(The Nativity of St. Francis of Assisi) 
by Brother Eloi Leclerc, Illustrated by 
Marie-Laure Viney, Editions Francis-
caines, Paris 2012, pp. 33. 
One of the most famous Franciscan 
writers, Br. Eloi Leclerc, currently in 
his nineties, published a beautiful book 
for children about the history of the 
crib at Greccio. St. Francis of Assisi, 
the friend of the poor and lowly, 
wanted to see with his own eyes and 
touch with his hands the baby Jesus 
lying in the manger between an ox and 
a donkey. "In that scene, simplicity is 
honored, poverty is exalted, and humil-
ity is praised" (1Cel 85). Let us then, 
with Francis, listen, contemplate, see, 
and discover the wonderful story of 
holy Christmas. 

Cono South Conference  

T he Conference of the South-
ern Cone (Cono Sur), which 
corresponds to the territories 

of Argentina, Chile, and Paraguay, is 
in the process of downsizing. With 
the discernment of the Entities and 
the support of the Minister General 
and Definitory, three entities are giv-
ing way to integration, that is, two 
entities fusing into a third one. In-
volved in the process is the Custody 
of Br. Luis Bolaños of Paraguay, 
dependent on Aranzazu, Spain, and 
the province of St. Michael of Ar-
gentina, and two entities that will be 
integrated into the Province of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin of 
the Río de la Plata, Argentina. It is 
expected that at the end of 2013 the 
Custody of Paraguay will integrate 
and in early 2014, the Province of St. 
Michael.  



►   Redactor: Robert Bahčič 
►   http://www.ofm.org/fraternitas  
►   http://fraternitasofm.blogspot.it/  
►   E-mail: rbahcic@ofm.org 
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 Fraternitas - OFM - Rome 

Great and Small News  

►  Egypt - Formation Under Ten - 
the Franciscan Province of the 
Holy Family in Egypt regularly 
organizes ongoing formation 
events for friars "Under Ten". In 
2012 the main theme focused on 
formation to poverty (theological 
and historical look, poverty lived out 
as a witness, Franciscan and per-
sonal poverty). The meeting was led 
by Br. Sergiusz Baldyga, Assistant 
Secretary General for Formation and 
Studies, which also offered a reflec-
tion on interpersonal communication 
in the fraternity and the need for on-
going formation of the Friars "Under 
Ten". The gathering was attended by 
21 friars at the monastery of St. 
Catherine in Alexandria. 
 

►  Visage si radieux (face so bright) 
- 14 songs for the entire liturgical 
year: This CD of liturgical music 
came forth from a meeting made up 
of Dominique Joly, Franciscan mu-
sician and Minister Provincial of the 
Province of the Three Companions, 
with Michel Wackenheim, an appre-
ciated liturgical composer and 
leader. The songs are translated into 
several languages.  The Poor Clares 
of Cormontreuil contributed to the 
CD with their voices and fraternal 
welcome, and Chorus Nicolas de 

Grigny of Reims.  Some songs are 
dedicated to St. Clare, the others to 
some important moments of the li-
turgical year, such as Advent or All 
Souls Day. The melodies, the music, 
and words have no other purpose 
than to help our communities to join 
in praise and prayer. 
 
 

►  Rose of Viterbo not just a local 
saint-. The seminar is organized by 
the Higher School of Medieval and 
Franciscan Studies, the Franciscan 
Institute of Spirituality and the Ara-
coeli Cultural Center and will be 
held at the Pontifical Antonianum 
University on Thursday, January 17, 
2013. 
For a better understanding of the 
story of St. Clare of Assisi it would 
be interesting to read the story of St. 
Rose of Viterbo, through the book of 
Anna Maria Valente Bacci, entitled, 
A German Legend of St. Rose (XV 
century). The Codex sangallensis 
589, Study Center of Viterbo 
(Studia, 1), 2012, Presented here for 
the first time is not only the Italian 
translation of an ancient German 
legend of the Saint of Viterbo in a 
manuscript belonging to a Francis-
can community, but also - always in 
Italian - the ancient legend so called 
Second Life. For more information: 
http://www.antonianum.eu. The 
book can be purchased at the Fran-
ciscan International Library; the e-
mail:info@libreriafrancescana.it  
 

►  History of the Missions in China 
will take place from Wednesday, 
February 13 to Wednesday, March 
20, 2013, through a series of public 
lectures on the history of the mis-
sions in China: the Middle Ages and 
XIII-XIV centuries; it is organized 
by the School of Medieval and Fran-
ciscan Studies in collaboration with 
the Centre for Chinese Studies at the 
Pontifical Urban University. Classes 
will be taught by prof. Francis of 
Arelli at the Pontifical University 
Antonianum on Wednesdays, from 
17.00 to 18.35.  

T he Conference of East Asia met 
from 25-28 October 2012 in 

Nagasaki, Japan. The aim was to 
focus on mandate 13 about Mission 
and Evangelization and the Final 
Document of the General Chapter, 
"Bearers of the Gift of the Gospel." 
The Secretaries for the Missions and 
Evangelization of each Entity, the 
EAC Secretaries for Missions and 
Evangelization, those for Formation 
and Studies and JPIC Office all de-
livered their reports. Br. Bruno 
Paskalis Syukur, Definitor General, 
in his speech to the Conference of 
the General Definitory presented the 
plans for East Asia, first about pro-
moting the missionary spirit among 
entities in Asia-Oceania-Australia 
and then, on the following points: 
the importance of living according to 
the Franciscan spirit in all entities, 
collaboration in the areas of Forma-
tion and Studies, Missions and Evan-
gelization, JPIC, economic transpar-
ency, the Nagasaki Peace project 
(which was the main topic of this 
meeting in Japan), and mission in 
Cambodia. The Delegates were able 
to see and feel the history of the 
atomic bomb written on the walls, 
the streets, and the memory of Na-
gasaki. "Peace should start in Na-
gasaki", is the cry that comes forth 
from that city. At the same time, it is 
a complaint against every human 
action that could cause chaos, not 
only to human life, but also to all of 
creation.  

Nagasaki, Japan –  
Assembly of the  

Conference of East Asia  

T he Province of St. Joseph in 
Belgium is thinking in con-
crete terms about its restruc-

turing, requesting to become a de-
pendent Custody of the Province of 
the Holy Martyrs of Gorcum in the 
Netherlands. In the spring of 2013, a 
Chapter will be held regarding the 
restructuring of the two provinces. 
The Province of St. Joseph is going 
through a strong reduction of its 
brothers, most of whom are elderly.  

Belgium – Province of St. Joseph  


