
  The Franciscan Peacemaking Pilgrimage  

to the Holy Land   

November 3 – 13, 2009 

Celebrating 800 years of the Franciscan tradition of peacemaking  

              

Who is organizing it?     Fr. Jacek Orzechowski, OFM with the support and under the direction of the Holy 

Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation (www.hcef.org) 

What will be the size of the group?    Between 15 and 20 people. 

What are the aims of this trip?    

A) To help the participants better understand the complex reality of the Holy Land, with special attention given to 
the religious, social and political dimension of the Palestinian/Israeli conflict.   

B) To empower the participants, upon their return to the U.S. to partner with others that seek to build a just and 
lasting peace in the Holy Land, and to strengthen bridges of solidarity with the Christian community in the Holy 
Land.  

C) To help the participants grow on their spiritual journey through common prayer and shared group reflections in 
the context of the Catholic Social Teachings and the Franciscan Tradition.  An integral part of this process will 
involve visiting a number of the holy places in and around Jerusalem and Galilee. We will also walk and pray the 
contemporary Stations of the Cross in the Old City of Jerusalem. 

What are some of the pilgrimage sites that we will visit?  The Church of Nativity in Bethlehem, 

the Shepherd’s Fields in Beit Sahour, the Holy Sepulchre, the Mount of Olives, the Via Dolorosa, the Cenacle, the 
Pools of Bethesda, the Western Wall, the Temple Mount, the Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, the Mount of 
Beatitudes, Tabgha, and the Sea of Galilee.  Mass will be celebrated at select holy places and there will be 
opportunities for group reflection. 

What religious and peace groups  or their leaders  are we planning to meet?    

Fr. Latin Patriarch, Archbishop Fouad Twal; Archbishop Hanna Atala - Head of the Greek Orthodox Church in 
Jerusalem; Holy Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation staff in Bethlehem; a meeting with a group of Muslim and 
Christian students at Bethlehem University; a meeting with a representative of Breaking the Silence peace group; 



Sami Awad from the Holy Land Trust, Tent of Nations in Bethlehem, a tour of East Jerusalem given by a member of 
the Israeli Committee Against House Demolition; and a visit with a high ranking official from the Palestinian 
Authority.   

What will be the cost of the trip?  The cost is $ 2,960 per person from Newark (double occupancy.)   A 

deposit of $750 or full payment is required when a reservation is made.    

When do I need to make a commitment?  Given that the space is limited, it is highly recommended 

that you inform Fr. Jacek of your interest in this trip as soon as possible.  The reservation and the deposit, however, 
must be received by June 12, 2009.  Full payment must be made by September 21, 2009 

Who do I contact for more information?  Fr. Jacek Orzechowski, OFM.  St. Camillus Friary.    1600 

Saint Camillus Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20903  Phone: 301-434-8400 ex. 14; e-mail: jacekofm2002@yahoo.com 

                                                     

Past Pilgrims Speak... 

 “The pilgrimage was like wadding through the shores of intertwining rivers and becoming immersed in both. 
One river represented the spiritual and the other the social justice aspect of the trip. I was deeply moved by 
both parts of my pilgrimage experience.  It indeed was life‐changing for me.  I encountered the human Jesus in 
ways I had never thought possible and I met brothers and sisters from Israel and Palestine who are hoping for 
deep changes in their societies based on reconciliation. It was a trip where the daily suffering of the people was 
apparent and yet I came away hopeful that people are ready for change.  I recommend this trip without 
reservation.”  
‐  Joan Conway, a parishioner at St. Camillus Parish in Silver Spring, MD.  
 
“The trip was extraordinarily well done. I used to take religious news editors and concerned people to Jordan, 
the West Bank and Israel to meet with peace and human rights activists.  I did it for Americans for Middle East 
Understanding. I found this trip very valuable and am grateful for the good work which went into its planning.”  
‐  Fr. Elias Maloon, a friar of the Atonement, who is working at Franciscans International in NYC. 
 

 “We were extremely fortunate to meet with Sami and Mubarak Awad.  Their work is incredible, and it is so 
important to remind people back in the U.S. that there are people like this in Palestine — peaceful, nonviolent 
activists.  I cannot stress enough what an impact this trip had on me.  I am not being melodramatic when I say 
that it was life changing.  I feel so, so fortunate to have had this experience.”   
‐ Joseph Wolyniak, advocacy coordinator for the Franciscan Coalition for Justice and Peace at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Raleigh, N.C. 
 
 “I will remember the trip for the rest of my life.”  
‐  Fr. Jud Weiksnar, OFM, a co‐chair of the Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation Directorate of the Holy Name    
Province.   


