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The death of John “Gus” Richardson, OFM, coming as it did during Thanksgiving 
weekend, was a strange appendage to the holiday season at St. Anthony Friary here in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. We all knew that Gus’ cancer was terminal and that he had eight to nine 
months to live. Even though he spoke so openly and optimistically about passing to 
eternal life, like St Francis’ understanding of Sister Death, it still came as a surprise. 
 
Franciscan Death and Provincial Gathering  
Complicating the beginning of the holiday season was the scheduled eighth and final 
Regional Gathering of the Province, which was held on Nov. 29, the same day as the 
wake for Gus.  
 
Besides the nearly 30 members of our community, there were eight additional friars 
attending the Regional Gathering. The schedule had to be condensed to make time for the 
wake, which was held from 3 to 5 p.m. This was the first time that we had a wake in the 
friary building since the early 1990s.  There was no breathing time the next day after the 
funeral, presided by Provincial Minister John O’Connor, OFM,  since the Province 
sponsored a two-day leadership training course that brought eight more friars to our 
home.  
 
Before the somber funeral and the Regional Gathering, there was the uniquely American 
feast of Thanksgiving, celebrated here as a family feast. The lobby, the TV area, the rec 
room and the dining room all blossomed with fall decorations designed by John 
Capozzi, OFM. The friars and our guests filled the chapel for the Thanksgiving Day 
Mass at 10:30 a.m. John Anglin, OFM, presided at the Mass and preached the homily. 
The customary preprandials followed, and then an appetizing, family-style traditional 
turkey meal, lovingly prepared by our long-time cook, Clara Gerding. Dessert and coffee 
ended the festive dinner. 
 
Preparing for Christmas 
A few days after Thanksgiving, the fall decorations were put away and John Capozzi, our 
vicar and guestmaster, began his lengthy process of decorating the friary for Christmas. 
Each day brought on another batch of Christmas trimmings. One day a famed Christmas 
crib handmade and carved by the late Victorin Gehring, OFM, appeared. The next day a 
nativity and Lladro figurines came out. The tree-trimming party was held after Evening 
Prayer on Dec. 13.  
 
Meanwhile, behind the scenes in the friary sacristy, Michael Madden, OFM, prepared 
the altar decorations: the Christmas crib (a gift from two former friars), the poinsettias 
and other flowers and plants. Those who know Michael will also know that all the 



vestments he lays out, as well as every inch of the chapel, will be spic and span for the 
Christmas Masses.  
 
By mid-Advent, the friary was Christmas-ready. Then all the individual friars had the 
luxury of time to ponder the great mysteries of the two-fold coming of Jesus the Messiah. 
A prelude of recorded Christmas carols precedes the beginning of the early midnight 
Mass at 7:30 p.m., with Mass itself starting at 8. Guardian James Toal, OFM, is 
scheduled to be the presider and homilist and he will have the same honors for the 10:30 
a.m. Mass on Christmas Day. At the community recreation, which follows the Mass, the 
main treat is the eggnog, which Michael Madden, OFM, whips up each year for the 
party according to his “patented” recipe.  
 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day follow pretty much the same schedule as that of 
Thanksgiving Day. Miguel Loredo, OFM, is scheduled to preside and preach at the New 
Year’s Day Mass. 
 
It has been our custom for 15 years or so to spend the day-long New Year’s Eve in a  
a counter-cultural way – in prayer and recollection, a day of atonement and thanksgiving 
and a day to pray for vocations for Holy Name Province. The day dawns with the 
community Mass at 7:30 a.m. At 9 a.m., we expose the Blessed Sacrament until about 
8:30 p.m. We recite Morning Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours and pray for vocations 
for Holy Name Province, then individual friars worship and pray throughout the day. We 
come together again for Evening Prayer at 4:15 p.m. and again call upon God to send the 
Province vocations. Then at 8 p.m., we gather for a special prayer service to make all our 
prayers coalesce.  
 
It is indeed a graceful, grateful and gracious way to end one year and begin the New 
Year with prayers of reconciliation with God, prayers for thanksgiving for a new 
beginning,  and prayers for our pilgrimage through life.  
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