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Nov. 5, a week after his quintuple bypass surgery in El Paso, Henry 
Beck celebrated his 57th birthday with friends and family. He 
was joined by his sister, Phyllis Wysinski, and Dennis Bosse, who is 
helping out while Henry recuperates with the Sisters of Charity at 
La Casa Caridad in New Mexico. One of the sisters is an M.D. and 
another is a nurse. Henry is doing his exercises and is walking a bit 
and says medication “is keeping the pain within tolerable limits.” 
He is grateful for a successful surgery and asks that we keep “the 
good love and the good prayers” coming as he continues to heal. 

     On Jan. 28, the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Murray Bodo will receive an honorary doctorate from 
Felician College in Lodi, N.J. The presentation is part 
of the school’s annual Academic Convocation in which 
excellence among faculty members and dean’s list students 
are also recognized. Murray his being honored for “his gifts 
as a poet and his writings on St. Francis,” according to Sr. 
Rosita Brennan, Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs. 

     “I’m running from the police,” Justus Wirth joked this 
week, explaining the visa problems that took him away 
from his ministry in Brazil and brought him to his sister’s 
house in Centerville while he straightens things out. “I 
knew that three months before my visa expired, I had to 
present myself to the federal police” in Brazil, he says. 
When he did, “I wanted to ask for a four-month extension. 
They looked at my visa and said, ‘This has expired.’ They 
said that by law, I had to leave the country in eight days. It 
was a shock. They said, ‘You’ve got to leave the country 
and come back with a different visa.’ ” Justus says he feels 
“uprooted,” but plans to put his time here to good use, 
taking care of annual doctor visits.  

     “Wow! This is it!” was the comment reportedly offered 
by a cleric on Sept. 2, 1958, after taking his first look at St. 
Leonard’s, the new house of theology in Centerville. It had 
been a momentous summer for the friars of St. John the 
Baptist Province. July 15, the first five brothers moved in 
(Louis Lamping was among them). Master of Clerics Nick 

Lohkamp arrived the following week. The first High Mass 
was celebrated July 29, the same day Maynard Tetreault 
came to check out the boilers. This weekend, residents, friars 
and the Faith Community at St. Leonard will celebrate the 
first 50 years. The Senior Living Community will gather 
for Mass at 4 p.m. tomorrow. Starting at 5:30 p.m., the 
Faith Community plans dinner and a square dance (friars 
are welcome). This Sunday, Jeff Scheeler will preside and 
Jim Van Vurst will preach at an anniversary Mass at 10:30 
a.m. in the chapel. At 1 p.m., Maynard returns to his old 
stomping grounds to lead art tours. Watch for a report in next 
week’s News Notes.

     Oct. 19, the Catholic 
Opinion in Jamaica 
published photos from 
Joe Hund’s farewell 
Mass this summer at 
Savanna-la-mar. (They 
had previously written 
a story.) Masses in all 
the deanery churches 
were canceled that day 
so parishioners could 
honor Joe, and Bishop 
Charles Dufour presided. Members of the church council 
presented a scroll on which Joe’s accomplishments in six 
years of service were listed. 

     Valentine Young is looking for an extra copy (or 
copies) of the 1953 edition of the Missale Romano-
Seraphicum. “I’ve received several requests,” he writes. 
“Also the insert with the 1962 changes would be helpful, 
although I can make copies of that if need be.” 

     A reminder from Jim Van Vurst:  “The postcards 
indicating you have read the Province’s Policies on Child 
Protection are coming in. But we are into November and 
there are still 45 friars who have not yet mailed the postcard. 

From Jeff
I spent a good part of this week visiting with friars in some 
of our province’s domestic missions.  During the early 
part of the week, I was with the brothers in New Orleans 
and Lafayette, La.  (It was interesting to experience 
the election of Barack Obama in an African American 
environment!)  After visiting Duane in Alexandria I went 
to the Kentucky cluster to be with the brothers reflecting 
on the future of our presence in Southeastern Kentucky.  
I treasure the geographical and cultural diversity of our 
province ministries. The people we serve enrich us and 
broaden us. What a privilege we have to serve God’s 
people in so many places and of so many cultures!

— Jeff Scheeler, OFM
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It’s a requirement for accreditation that all read this important 
document. If you have not yet read it, please do. You know 
who you are. Thanks.” 
     Another reminder that Philip Dattilo will be in Cincinnati 
to take photos for the new interprovincial photo directory on 
Nov. 12, 13 and 14.  On Wednesday he will be at St. Francis 
Seraph Friary through mid-afternoon (starting at about 10 
a.m.), then will move to St. Anthony’s that evening. Thursday 
he will set up at St. Clement at about 10 a.m.  Friday, Frank 
Jasper is taking him around to the nursing facilities. Please 
make every effort to come to one of the friaries to have a 
new picture taken. Call the local ministers to set up a time 
or contact Frank if you have questions. We will share Phil’s 
schedule for regional photo shoots as soon as it is available. 

“I don’t have the best of news regarding my future in this 
life,” Stan Bir writes. “My oncologist has told me that, 
statistically speaking, with the kind of cancer I have, I 
shouldn’t count on living for more than a year.” Stan says 
he is optimistic that “I can handle whatever is in store for 
me. I am grateful for a life rich in experiences and for being 
able to live as long as I have.”  More tests will determine 
the course of treatment, which will involve a combination of 
chemotherapy drugs and possible radiation. “My oncologist, 
Dr. Barreau, recommends at least one cycle of chemo 
treatments to see if there is any improvement.  If not, I may 
opt to stop treatments. So the next step now is to identify 
which stage my cancer is in … 1, 2, 3, or 4 (4 is the worst).  
The kind of treatment will depend on that. I need calories, 
so prudent amounts of sugar and alcohol are OK.  I like that! 
No matter what happens, this clinic and my oncologist are 
pledged to helping their patients maintain a decent quality 
of life and be kept reasonably comfortable throughout the 
illness. I will be grateful for your continued support, your 
patience and understanding, and of course, most of all, your 
prayers.”  
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HEALTH  UPDATES

At the recent 
Local Ministers/
Guardians meeting 
in Indianapolis, I 
introduced a new 11-
by-17 vocation poster 
with accompanying 
postcard-size cards. 
For those who were 
not represented at 
that meeting or for 
those who did not receive sufficient copies of either, I have 
more at the Vocation Office. Please e-mail or call me and I 
will gladly send them to you. Also, I distributed new cards 
with petitions for vocations to be used at either Morning 
or Evening Prayer (or both) featuring quotations from St. 
Francis’ writings. Again, if you did not receive them at the 
meeting or would like more, please let me know.

— Don Miller, OFM
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“We prayed for his beatification every Saturday” 
in college, Hilarion Kistner says, recalling 
the influence on his life of Bl. John Duns 
Scotus. Hilarion was one of hundreds of young 
friars who passed through the doors of the 
Southfield school that bore the name of the 
renowned Franciscan theologian. “In our study 
of philosophy, we were taken through his proof 
for the existence of God.” Tomorrow, the 700th 
anniversary of his death, “The Subtle Doctor” 
will be remembered by Franciscans around the 
world who consider him “one of our greatest 
theologians, maybe the greatest,” Hilarion says. 

The stained glass window shown here is part of 
the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, D.C., 

the site of two upcoming tributes to Scotus. Nov. 
9 at Mass, homilist Fr. Romuald Green, OFM, 
will remember Duns Scotus in the context of his 
defense of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. On Nov. 14 at St. Francis 
Hall, author/lecturer Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF, will 
join Romuald for a presentation. Ilia’s topic is 
“Duns Scotus and the God of Generous Love.” 
Romuald, part of the team that is currently 
editing Scotus’ second and third versions of 
his Commentary on the Sentences, will discuss 
“Scotus’ Teaching on the Univocity of Being.”

A champion of human rights and freedom, 
Scotus was “The Tower of Faith,” according to 
Pope John Paul II, and his voluminous body of 
work is considered “centuries ahead of his time.”

Tributes to Scotus

Thanks, Fred! 

VOCATION VIBES

Jeff Scheeler and Tom Dehmer were there to congratulate Fred 
Link last Saturday as he received the Roger Bacon Award during 
the school’s Alumni Awards Dinner in St. Bernard.  


