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Dear Friends of St. Anthony,
 
The journey of St. Anthony to be a Franciscan is connected to his 
desire to be a missionary. Expecting to join the friars in Morocco, St. 
Anthony instead finds him shipwrecked and walking through Italy. Yet, 
his faith and trust in God allows him to continue his journey in new 
and unexpected ways.
 
In this issue of The Anthonian, we look at two very different 
missionaries. Accepting the challenge of our Holy Father, we begin to 
celebrate the Year of Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles. The 
profile of Fr. Francis Kim, OFM, offers a striking example of a modern 
mission experience in the spirit of St. Paul, in North Korea and China.
 
The generosity of the members of St. Anthony’s Guild allows the friars 
to continue our missionary activity in the Church. As we prepare to 
celebrate the Feast of St. Anthony, please be assured of our prayers 
and remembrance at Mass.
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Work® in today’s world through the minis-
tries of the Franciscan Friars of Holy Name  
Province supported by the generosity of the 
members of St. Anthony’s Guild.
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Blessed bread is distributed June 13 
to honor Saint Anthony and to help the 
poor and the needy. A brief history of 
this tradition is offered to widen our 
perspective on giving.
  

  

Many volunteer opportunities in both 
the United States and overseas are 
available for those wishing to donate 
time and talent to Franciscan ministries. 
Interesting and fun roles can be found 
all year round.



2 The Anthonian Summer 2008 3www.anthonian.org

In northern China, the cell 
phone rings constantly.  
Father Francis Kim, OFM, 
a native of South Korea, 
who joined Holy Name 
Province in 1989, answers 

every call, because he may learn 
that someone needs help. For 
nearly a dozen years, Father 
Francis has been ministering to 
this community – both in the United 
States and overseas.

Fr. Francis grew up in a Buddhist 
society.  His hometown in South 
Korea was very primitive – with no 
electricity and no public transporta-
tion – and was very small.  When 
he was in fourth grade, a Presby-
terian church was established in 
his hometown. It was there that he 
heard about Jesus Christ.  

After having been an overseas 
worker in Iran, Fr. Francis emigrated 
to the United States in 1979.  He 
went to school and had a job in 
Massachusetts where he met the 
Franciscans.

He was ordained in May 1996 and 
assigned to minister to the Korean 
community of St. Francis of Assisi 
Church in New York City.  With the 
support of that Korean community 
and Father Ronald Stark, OFM, the 

pastor and guardian at that 
time, he began traveling to 
North Korea and China to 
help the North Korean peo-
ple.  He was also instru-
mental in forming Korean 
fraternities of the Secular 
Franciscans throughout 
the United States. 

Now, for most of the 
year since being reas-
signed in early 2007 to All 
Saints Church in upper 
Manhattan, he travels 
back and forth to China 
to continue his ministry to 

Backpacks That Save Lives 

North Korean refugees. He lives 
in a small Chinese village near the 
North Korean border, where Korean 
Chinese have lived for generations.  
In recent years, the population 
has swelled with undocumented 
refugees from North Korea.  Often, 
Fr. Francis is called to ease the 
physical and emotional pain of poor 
North Koreans who cross the frozen 
waters of the Tumen River.  

 Every day, the alarm clock rings 
at 4 a.m., and Fr. Francis gets ready 
for the 5 a.m. Mass for workers 
on the farm he manages and the 
few other Catholics who live in the 
nearby village. 

Outside, it is 27 degrees below 
zero. The wind blows in withering 
rage and covers the windows of 
Francis House with ice. But in the 
small chapel, the cold does not keep  

 
anyone from listening to the priest’s 
brief words of consolation and hope 
on this Third Sunday of Lent. Those 
who do not receive Communion 
wait patiently to receive the priest’s 
blessing with the imposition of his 
hands on their heads and shoulders.

There is no such thing as a day 

The Ministry of 
Fr. Francis KimBy Br. Octavio Duran, OFM

Fr. Francis loads his jeep with supplies to 
help North Korean refugees; top, daily Mass 
in the chapel of Francis House.
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loaded with backpacks and human 
cargo — a visiting Franciscan friar 
and the three Benedictine sisters. 
They are excited to have the oppor-
tunity of this experience for the first 
time. To break the tension of travel-
ing near the guarded China-North 
Korea border, the passengers pray 
more than one rosary on the long 
trip.  Fr. Francis prays, too, even 
though he has made more than 100 
similar trips during the 10 years he 
has been involved in this ministry. 

 Four hours later, Fr. Francis 
takes a detour from the highway 
at a place where his contact had 
indicated the North Koreans would 
be waiting. When overland travel 
becomes too rough, the travelers 
park the jeep and hike two or three 
miles up the mountain. Nine people 
wait desperately for food and water: 
a mother with a 10-year-old girl, a 
20-year-old woman and six men.

Fr. Francis knows two of the men 
from previous winter encounters. 
Immediately, they start boiling 
water to make a quick meal of rice 
noodles and dried fish from one of 
the backpacks. Fr. Francis and the 
sisters spend a good deal of time 
with the people, encouraging them 
and giving them helpful advice.

Comforting Refugees
The 20-year-old woman was in 

much distress, because her fam-
ily across the border was sick and 
without food. She says her father 
had died from malnutrition a month 
earlier.

“Some of them will be back next 
winter,” Fr. Francis tells the visiting 
friar, while searching for a handker-
chief to wipe the tears of the young 
woman crying inconsolably.

After the meal and the distribution 
of supplies, Fr. Francis and the sis-
ters are in no hurry to leave. They 
ask a few questions, but spend 
more time listening attentively to 
stories.

 “It’s not about the backpacks or 
the money. It’s the spiritual element 
in these meetings,” he explains. 
“The refugees feel like human be-
ings simply because someone is 
willing to listen to their stories.”

Later, as darkness gathers in the 
winter afternoon, Fr. Francis leads 
a short prayer and gives a blessing.  
The group heads down the moun-
tain together, but splits up when they 
reach the jeep, parked a quarter-
mile from the main highway. The 
refugees will wait to cross the frozen 
river under the cover of darkness.

 In the vehicle, the Hail Marys be-
gin again in the hope that Chinese 

off in rural China. Though the farm 
workers do have Sunday mornings 
off, in the afternoons they are back 
in the fields to work like everyone 
else does. It is no different for Fr. 
Francis. Because he is hosting a 
few guests, he goes out to the mar-
ket to shop for food. In response to 
an earlier phone call, he also buys 
extra food and other supplies that 
may be needed.
 
Nomads Seek Food, Clothing

 A phone call he received af-
ter the morning Mass confirmed 
that newcomers were hiding in 
the mountains. Some of them are 
refugees, fleeing a bleak existence 
in North Korea and planning to 
stay in China illegally.  If they are 
caught, they will be deported and 
imprisoned in their homeland. Most 
do not plan to stay. They are eco-
nomic nomads, who cross the river 
seeking food and clothing for their 
starving families. Then, they retrace 
their steps across the river to their 
homes. For many of the refugees, 

this trip will take between 10 to 15 
hours by foot. They, too, are subject 
to arrest if they are caught by either 
the Chinese or North Korean border 
patrols.

 In the evening, Fr. Francis and 
some visiting Benedictine sisters fill 
backpacks with vitamins, beef jerky, 
bottles of water, gloves, underwear, 
shoes, socks and heavy winter 
clothing. These backpacks often 
make the difference between life 
and death for the refugees, be-
cause some have crossed the river 
with worn-out shoes and hardly any 
winter clothing.

The next morning dawns clear 
and extremely cold. With Fr. Fran-
cis at the wheel, the jeep takes off, 

Fr. Francis climbs over a fence to 
reach refugees who are hiding; 
at right, he purchases 
food for people in need.

Top right, Fr. Francis gives 
money to a young mother 
to buy food for her family; at 
right, he shows a place where 
refugees hide after crossing 
the river.
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On June 13, the Feast 
of St. Anthony of 
Padua, thousands of 
faithful devotees come 
to St. Francis of Assisi 

Church in Manhattan. They are 
given small rolls that were blessed 
to honor the Saint in his care for the 
poor. Each bread reminds those 
who have to give to those who have 
not. Our great patron is today, as he 
was in his lifetime, the faithful friend 
to all in trouble, especially the poor 
and the needy. 

There are many stories about 
the origin of this tradition of “St. 
Anthony’s Bread.” One can be 
traced to the 13th century when a 
child drowned in the Brenta River 
near the Basilica of St. Anthony 
in Padua. The mother prayed to 
St. Anthony and promised that, if 
her child were restored to life, she 

would give to the poor an amount 
of wheat equal to the weight of her 
child. Her son was saved, and her 
promise was kept.  
     Another story goes back to the 
year 1888. At that time, there lived 
in Toulon, France, a devout young 
woman named Louise Bouffier, 
who managed a small bakery.  One 
morning, she could not open the 
shop door with her key, and neither 
could a locksmith, who told her he 
would have to break the door down.  
While he went to get his tools, Lou-
ise promised St. Anthony she would 
give some bread to the poor if the 
door could be opened without force.  

When the locksmith returned, she 
begged him to try once more. Sure 
enough, the door opened. Louise 
kept her promise and the poor 
received their bread. 

From Toulon, this custom of 

St. Anthony’s Bread

Sharing with Those Who Have Not
border patrol may not spot the 
car coming out of the woods. 
As they reach the main road 
in darkness, just as it begins 
to snow, the adrenaline settles 
down. Thank God, everyone 
exclaims.
     As they roll along, the ring of 
the priest’s cell phone startles 
the passengers. The caller 
informs him that a young North 
Korean immigrant mother who 
had given birth to a baby girl 
could not breast-feed the baby. 
It is getting late, but he finds a 
store near the outskirts of the 
city, where he buys powdered 
milk and other food.
     The priest’s four-wheel-drive 
vehicle bounces the passen-
gers around, because of huge 
potholes on the dusty road 
leading to where the mother 
lives. Holding a tiny flashlight, 
the missionary leads the sisters 
through a wooden fence, while 
dogs in the neighborhood break 
into a chorus of sharp barking.

Reaching the house, the visi-
tors find the mother on the 
floor holding the newborn 
baby girl in her arms. Sud-
denly, the child has three 

more mothers as the sisters coo 
and cuddle the baby. An older 
woman, apparently the mid-
wife, boils water to prepare the 
baby’s bottle. The priest tells the 
mother he will send someone  
the following day to help her 
plan the future. 

In the wintertime, this trip 
is made almost every day–if 
not during the daylight hours, 
at night. These trips are even 
riskier. Back home, a meal is 
waiting for them—not lunch and 
not dinner, but a great meal 
nonetheless.

After the friar gets a few 
hours of sleep, 4 a.m. inevitably 
comes around.  The alarm goes 
off and Fr. Francis wakes up, 
gets ready for Mass, and waits 
for his cell phone to ring again. 
A new day, a new mission, more 
people to help.
— Br. Octavio, a member of the 
Holy Name Province Communica-
tions staff, visited Fr. Francis in 
February.

By Br. Octavio Duran, OFM

Left, a Benedictine sister cares for a baby 
born to a North Korean, while refugees, 
above, eat their first hot meal in three days.
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During the 2007 anniversary activities, 
the St. Francis Parish “time capsule” 
was opened and the parishioners got a 
glimpse of parish life in 1957.

giving to the poor in gratitude for 
favors received from God through 
St. Anthony’s intercession spread to 
all parts of the world. 

Everyone’s Saint
Pope Leo XIII, in his letter of 1898 

on the Thirteen Tuesdays, com-
mended the practice of giving “St. 
Anthony’s Bread” to the needy. 

Traditionally, St. Anthony has 
been honored as a wonder-worker. 
The devotions of the past have 
faithfully reflected this aspect of 
his role in popular culture. Actually, 
such an emphasis has less of a 
connection with the historical facts 
of St. Anthony’s life than it does to 
the miracles worked through his 
intercession after his death. In this 
matter, a great deal of influence 
must be attributed to legendary ac-
counts circulated many years later.

“St. Anthony is everyone’s saint,” 

says Father Jerome Massimino, 
OFM, pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, known also as the National 
Shrine of St. Anthony.

“St. Anthony’s bread is something 
that has become part of the fabric 
of St. Francis of Assisi Church and 
Franciscan life in ministry through-
out the world.”

On this feast Masses are cele-
brated in many languages: English, 
Korean, Spanish, French, Creole, 
Italian, Tagalog. People will worship 
in those languages, most of them 
holding the blessed bread. 

The people see this bread as 
a sacramental. They share the 
blessed bread with their loved ones 
and they remember their obligation 
to help the poor as St. Anthony did.  
From Father Jerome’s point of view, 
the distribution of blessed bread is 
an opportunity to give something 
back to the people of God who 

support the ministries of St. Francis 
of Assisi Church, especially those 
involving the poor.

“It is a simple sign of gratitude for 
the incredible generosity to the vari-
ous ministries that serve the people 
who come from the entire metropoli-
tan area, and for that matter, all over 
the world,” Fr. Jerome said.

The custom of distributing blessed 
bread for St. Anthony’s feast was 
revived at the midtown Manhattan 
church in 1973, after Father John 
Felice, OFM, was appointed pastor 
of St. Francis of Assisi Church. His 
predecessor had given out med-
als and other items on the feast of 
St. Anthony.  Father John thought 
it was more significant to give out 
blessed bread as had been done for 
years on the Saint’s feast. 

“Brother Albert Aldrich, OFM, then 
procurator, bought roughly 10,000 
rolls which were given on the feast 

of St. Anthony,” Father John said. 
“Since then, the number of rolls dis-
tributed on June 13 has increased 
to approximately 80,000.”

Father Thomas Walters, OFM, 
who is in charge of coordinating the 
distribution of the blessed bread in 
honor of St. Anthony, said, “This is 
a reminder to share with those who 
have not.” 

St. Anthony is often reduced to 
merely the finder of lost things. 

A widely-known prayer goes like 
this: “St. Anthony, please come 
around. Something is lost and can’t 
be found.” 

But St. Anthony is much more 
than this.  The custom of St. An-
thony’s bread reminds us of another 
important aspect of St. Anthony: his 
concern for the poor, something we 
should imitate.

Father Thomas Walters, OFM, 
oversees the distribution of St. 
Anthony’s Bread in the courtyard 
of St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Manhattan.



10 The Anthonian Summer 2008 11www.anthonian.org

Paul was born in Tarsus, a Ro-
man city, which is now in eastern 
Turkey.  Here, he had contact with 
very diverse cultures: Greek, Ro-
man, and Jewish. This served him 
well when he took up his mission 
to the Gentiles. Paul acknowledges 
that he was trained rigorously in 
the Law and, as a Pharisee, was 
prepared to teach and interpret the 
Law. Strict keeping of the Law was 
for Paul the way to live the Cov-
enant. This made him a zealous 
persecutor of the followers of Jesus 
Christ, whom Paul saw as a threat 
to the Law.

There are several aspects of 

Paul’s life and writings that might 
give us a moment to pray and 
reflect, and also prepare us to join 
the Church in keeping this Year of 
Paul: his vocation/conversion, his 
realization that grace is a gift, the 
Church as the Body of Christ, and 
the sense of equality and dignity of 
all in Christ. 
 
Vocation/Conversion

Most of us are familiar with the 
story in Acts 9 of how Paul was 
knocked off his horse and asked by 
the risen Lord why he was perse-
cuting him. The impression that is 
given is that he just stood up and 

St. Anthony’s Life
St. Anthony was born in Lisbon, 

Portugal, in 1195 on the feast of the 
Assumption of Mary.  At the age of 
15, he entered a monastery of the 
Augustinian Canons. He pursued 
studies for the priesthood and was 
ordained in Coimbra, Portugal. 
Here, he had his first contact with 
members of the young Franciscan 
Order, and was determined to join 
them. Frustrated in his desire for 
martyrdom among the Saracens, he 
went to Italy and participated in a 
General Chapter in Assisi.  He was 
given his first assignment as a friar 
— a position in a friary in northern 
Italy. 

St. Anthony was a man of great 
learning, but he preferred to hide 
his education for the sake of hu-
mility. Once his true talents were 
discovered, he engaged in mis-
sionary journeys to northern Italy 
and southern France to combat the 
teachings of heretics. The fruit of 
these journeys was to be his series 
of sermons for the Sundays and 
feast days throughout the year.

Since 1924, many have honored 
St. Anthony by joining St. Anthony’s 
Guild. The organization’s mission 
is threefold: to promote the spiritual 
well-being of its members through 
prayer and Masses, to support the 
education of new Franciscan friars, 
and to serve God by helping Fran-
ciscans share the Gospel with those 
most in need, in the tradition of St. 
Francis of Assisi and St. Anthony of 
Padua. 
 

  

Partial list of locations where 
blessed bread is distributed on 
June 13 in remembrance of St. 
Anthony.  

St. Anthony Shrine
100 Arch St.
Boston, Mass. 
617-542-6440

St. Bonaventure Church 
174 Ramsey St.
 Paterson, N.J.
 973-279-1016

St. Francis of Assisi Church
135 W. 31st St.
New York, N.Y.
212-736-8500

St. Francis Chapel
275 Westminster St. 
Providence, R.I. 
401-331-6510

Did you know…

l  Every friar in Holy Name 
Province has been supported 
in his education through the 
kindness of Guild members.

l The Church declared St. 
Anthony a saint on May 30, 
1232, less than a year after 
his death, and later declared 
him a Doctor of the Church 
under the title The Evangeli-
cal Doctor. 

Picture to come

— Br. Octavio, a member of the 
Communications Office staff of 
Holy Name Province, is art director 
for The Anthonian.

Pope Benedict XVI has announced the Year of Paul, which begins on 
June 28, 2008 and ends on June 29, 2009, remembering that this is 
the 2000th anniversary of his birth, the Apostle to the Gentiles. He is 

the great missionary of the early Church who preached the Gospel to Jews 
and Gentiles alike. Truly the champion of the Gentile Christians, he be-
lieved that all should have the privilege of hearing the Good News. His mis-
sion was the world of the Mediterranean. The titles of his epistles provide a 
good description of his journeys.

Preparing 
for the Year 

of Paul

By Fr. Russell Becker, OFM
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started preaching. In truth, that 
was not true. In the Letter to the 
Galatians (1,11-21), he tells a story 
that makes more sense and should 
remind us that time is an important 
part of conversion and vocation. 

...I went off to Arabia; later I 
returned to Damascus. Three years 
later I went to Jerusalem (Gal 1,17). 

The call was like a seed planted 
that needed time to take root and 
grow, so, too, with us. Time in the 
desert of prayer and reflection is 
needed for us to be able to answer 
our call from the Lord. Without this, 
our replies to the call to follow the 
Lord can easily be short-lived and 
superficial. 

Grace as Gift 
     Paul describes himself as a 
Pharisee. Strictly keeping the 
Law and following its prescrip-
tions were part and parcel of the 
life and teaching of the Pharisees. 
Paul seems to be one of them. But 
there is a temptation in being faith-
ful to prescriptions. Remember the 
parable of the Pharisee and the 
tax collector. The temptation to 
think that we either save ourselves 
or that God owes us for our faith-
fulness is easy to embrace. 
    Imagine what it must have been 
like for Paul to discern that grace is a 
gift you cannot earn; you need only 
accept it. Since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, they 
are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 
as an expiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith (Rom 3,23-25).  

   For Paul, the gift was something 
to accept in gratitude. Even today, 
we need to live our lives with similar 
gratitude. 

Image of the Church
 In the First Letter to the Corinthi-

ans, Paul sets out the image of the 
Church rooted in the Eucharist: the 
Body of Christ. In the Eucharist, we 
receive the Body of Christ and, by 
receiving it, we become the Body 
of Christ and we show ourselves to 
be the Body of Christ. Even in the 
earliest years of the community, 
gathered around the Eucharist, he 
sees the intricacy of the community 
made up of many parts working in 
harmony, held together by the Spirit 
with Christ as its head. All members 
of the body are indispensable for 
the body to function well. God has 
so constructed the body...that all 
the members may be concerned for 
one another.  If one member suffers, 
all suffer with it; if one member is 
honored, all the members share its 
joy  (I Cor 12,25-26). Another point 
he makes is that the Eucharist will 
not be authentic unless the commu-
nity lives the Gospel authentically 
(read: I Cor 11,17-34) Times do 
not change all that much, do they? 
We have not been much better at 
achieving unity than our forebears. 
Paul still speaks to us. 

Equality in Christ  
All of you who have been baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. Therefore, there does 
not exist among you Jew or Greek, 
slave or free, male or female.  All 

are one in Christ (Gal 3,27-29). Paul 
sums up the dignity of baptism as 
well as any theologian over the 
course of the Christian era. We, 
who are sons and daughters of 
God, are heirs by God’s divine plan. 
Pope St. Leo the Great spoke to the 
Christians of Rome at a later time: 
Christians, remember your dignity! 
Paul kept reminding the community 
of this dignity and to act accordingly. 
How important that message is 
even to this very day! 
    Paul was a real person of cour-
age. He was a strong and faithful 
Jew who accepted the One whom 
he had wanted others to reject. 
Preaching without fear, he chal-
lenged the early Church to be au-
thentic and even challenged Peter 
when he thought he needed it. Over 
the course of time, Paul would see 
his life drawn more and more into 
the life of Christ through the cross. I 
have been crucified with Christ and 
the life I live is no longer my own; 
Christ is living in me (Gal 2,19-20).

In the end, he felt driven to preach 
the gospel: I am ruined if I do not 
preach it ( I Cor 9,16). Paul can be a 
great model for us all, and when we 
begin to wonder if we can actually 
do what we are called to do, Paul 
reminds us of the words that came 
to him from the Lord: My grace is 
enough for you!  
(II Cor 12,7).

—Fr. Russell is director of the 
Franciscan Missionary Union 
of Holy Name Province.

 

Try to read Paul according to the 
guide and keep a notebook to write 
your reflections. (Places where Paul 
is spoken of and the parts of the New 
Testament attributed to him.)

June 2008: Acts 1-12
 
July 2008: 
The First Letter to the Thessalonians 

August 2008:  
The Second Letter to the Thessalo-
nians
 
September 2008: The First Letter 
to the Corinthians
 
October 2008: The Second Letter 
to the Corinthians

November 2008: 
The Letter to the Philippians

December 2008: 
The Letter to the Galatians

January 2009: 
The Letter to the Romans

February 2009: 
The Letter to the Ephesians

March 2009: 
The Letter to the Collosians

April 2009: 
The First and Second Letters to 
Timothy

May 2009: 
The Letters to Titus and Philemon

June 2009: Acts 13-28.
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—St. Anthony of Padua

The birds are the saints who fly to heaven
on the wings of contemplation,

who are so removed from the world
that they have no business on earth.

Behold the Cross of the Lord!
Fly ye hostile powers!
The Lion of the Tribe of Judah,
The Root of David has conquered, 
alleluia, alleluia!

THROUGH THE FRANCISCAN LENS
By Br. Octavio Duran, OFM

In St. Anthony’s Words
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Because of all these 
things, you are bound 
to glorify and bless 

the Lord who has given 
you blessings, so 

many and so much 
greater than the other 

creatures.

He also had a great devotion to our Blessed Mother.St. Anthony preached to the fishes.

To you my brother fishes, it was granted by God’s 
command, to conserve the life of the Prophet Jonah, and 
then after three days, to throw him back, safe and sound, 
on dry land. It was you that gave the tribute-coin to Our 

Lord Jesus Christ when, because of his poverty, he had not 
wherewith to pay it. Finally, by a singular mystery, you 
served as nourishment of the eternal King Jesus Christ, 

before and after his Resurrection. 

Reconcile all of us to your Son 
that we may attain 

the splendor of his glory, 
who at the annunciation of an angel, 

willed to take his glorious flesh from you 
and be enclosed in your womb 

for nine months.
To him, be honor and glory for all ages.

Amen.
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The following members of St. Anthony’s Guild have 
generously chosen to remember the Franciscans in their 

will, trust or other estate planning.

Jane M. Gitz
Christina M. Glynn
Eleanor Godlewski
Catherine Grady
Anne/Genevieve Grogan
Lillian M. Hamel
Ismael Hernandez
Eileen Hodgson
Angela M. Hofmann
Antoinette Holguin
Bernard C. Hulm
Eugene A. Humesky
Shirley M. Hurd
Sophie Jaschuk
Marian Kamionka
Paul A. Kasel
Thomas H. Kelley
Mary P. Kenlon
Christine Rose Kennedy
Walter Kesko
Paul A. Lasher
Ethel M. Lee
Catherine C. Levin
Rev. Donald W. Lloyd
Florence Lombardi
Lillian Longo
Helen R. Magnan
Lourdes S. Manansala
Lucretia R. Mancuso
Nigel A. A. McFarlane
Ann J. McGlade
James G. McGlynn
Helen/ William McKay
Marie Michell
Mary Milidantri
Virginia C. Miller
George Mitchell
Madeline Morea
Marie Louise Moser
Beverly Murphy
Emma Murphy
Kathleen M. Murray

Mildred Niecikowski
Helen L. Norton
Mary M. O’Donovan
Hilda O’Keefe
Hugh D. O’Rourke
Margaret M. O’Shea
Margaret S. Osterhoudt
Barbara Ottinger
Anita R. Palmer
Helen Pellicone
Antonino Pesce
Edward J. Pezzute
Alice O. Philipp
Thomas E. Pliska
Dorothy Plumez
Jeanne Pollard
Emma Jo Potter
Rita F. Praino
Anthony F. Prestipino
Ruth Ann Qualter
Concetta Raimo
Ruth S. Ranft
Regalado/Dawn Reyes
D. Arlene Ricker
Adriana Ritchie
Ann L. Rivituso
Catherine M. Roche
Maureen A. Rocks
David F. Ross
Rosemary J. Rubel
Eugene R. Ruehl  
Mary Saccoccio
Joan Saehloff
Alice R. Salvado
Leone E. Sanders
Geraldine R. Scanlon
Janys Schexnayder
Helen A. Schuster
Marie C. Schweizer
M. D. Sequeira
Mary T. Shea
Theresa D. Sheil

St. Anthony of Padua 
Society

2008

Josephine Acosta
Evelyn M. Adams
Joseph Adams, Jr.
Florence Adler
Irene M. Armington
Edna H. Bader
Catherine Baldoni
June A. Barberio
Gertrude B. Barrows
Alvina Bartylla
Edward H. Bauer
Keith Beardslee
Dorothy C. Becker
Evelyn Bencini
Roland /Jo Berube
Betty Blanchard
Lorraine G. Brehmer
Mary Louise Brennan
Janet Bria
Grace A. Bruno
Marylane T. Burry
Elise Carmosino
Elizabeth T. Castner
Marie Castrigno
Jasper J. Cemino
Josephine Cheng
Rose R. Ciotti
Carol Cituk
Anthony Coletto

Rosemary Comerford
Mary E. Corning
Agnes Corrigan
Edna Craddock
Kathleen N. Cummins
Joyce/Donald Cushing
Rose D’Alessandro
Marguerite D’Ulisse
Helen Degnan
Dante M. DeLuise
Sarah Denk
Margaret D. Devine
Rita De Vita
Laura Dobson
Alessandra M. Domina
Agnes R. Dougherty
Virginia Hope Dow
Frederick P. Ellis
Catherine C. Entwistle
Rina Falcone
Grace A. Forbes
Robert W. Foy
Anita Frasanchin
Margaret Freeburg
Michael Gantert
Mary L. Garvey
Kenneth/Dolores Gerdes
Geraldine Giesler
Esther A. Gilliam
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New England

Location: Boston, Mass. 
St. Anthony Shrine
100 Arch St.

The Shrine serves Boston’s downtown community by offering Mass and confes-
sions throughout the day along with a variety of social and outreach programs. The 
time and talent of volunteers make these a success.  For example, the Wellness 
Center provides health screenings, offering a unique opportunity for volunteers 
who have expertise in healthcare.  Each month, more than 200 children come to 
the shrine for an afternoon of education, food, and fun.  For those preferring to 
work with an older age group, the weekly seniors program offers Mass, lunch, an 
exercise class, and other activities.  Volunteers are also needed to prepare lunches 
and “goodie bags” filled with socks and undershirts and to deliver them to home-
less people in area parks. The Shrine’s Lazarus Ministry, providing dignified burials 
for people who were homeless or without resources to pay funeral expenses, also 
welcomes volunteer help.

Contact: Gary Convertino, Director of Human Resources/Human Services
617-542-6440 x147
gconvertino@stanthonyshrine.org
http://www.stanthonyshrine.org/ 

“It is in giving that we receive.”  These familiar words from the Peace 
Prayer of St. Francis remind us that generosity, especially toward those 
most in need, brings forth into the world a spirit of goodness that extends 
far beyond our original efforts. 

The following list of volunteer opportunities shows some of the many 
ways that we can use our gifts to help others. From serving at Mass, and 
praying for those in need, to visiting an elderly person, feeding the hun-
gry, and building a home for a family – there’s something all of us can do 
to experience the love of Christ as we “give and receive.” The ministries 
described below, all affiliated with Holy Name Province, extend along the 
East Coast as well as outside the United States. Some of their projects are 
seasonal, while others need assistance all year round.  This is a partial list 
of the Province’s volunteer opportunities.

Offering Time and Talent
Volunteer Opportunities Affiliated with the Franciscans

By Br. Walter Liss, OFM

James J. Sicker
Marian E. Silvar
Anne Skarbek
Gertrude B. Slightam
Frances T. Smith
Sadie C. Smith
Pearl Soley
Lucille Sova
Mary Sparks
Isabel Spellman
John G Stefanski
F. Genevieve Sullivan
Justine Sullivan
Joyce Sweeney  
Ethel G. Szabo
Dave Tacchino
Barbara T. Tewinkle
Robert J. Thielman
Catherine Thorpe

Mary C. Trevisan 
Mary D. Tuohy
Rawson K. Underhill, Jr.
Gustave Von Holten
Dorothy Wagner
Terrence Walden
Dolores W. Walsh
Mary Elizabeth Walsh
Eleanor M. Weisbrod
Dolores M. Wennlund
Elizabeth N. Wilson
John Wolf
Dorothy G. Wolper
Virginia M. Yorio
Edward Zabelicky
Gertrude V. Zelin
Elaine Ziemer
Carmen Zimmerman
Kathleen M. Zins

Eleanor Baccarelli
Mary L. Bintz
Anna Cuddeback
Margaret A. Elison
Albert Hoelker
Margaret I. Keating

Dorothy J. Marron
Joan McEnaney
Louise L. Meyers
Fred Milidantri
Mary O. Murphy
Jean A. Verbick

In Loving & Grateful Memory

Let us ask, therefore … and humbly entreat the mercy of 
Jesus Christ, so that he might come and stand in our midst. 
May he grant us peace, absolve us from our sins and take 

away all doubt from our hearts. And may he imprint in our minds 
faith in his passion and resurrection, so that with the apostles and 
the faithful of the Church we might merit to receive eternal life. May 
he grant this, he who is blessed, laudable and glorious throughout 
the ages. Let every faithful soul say: Amen. Alleluia.”

From the sermons of St. Anthony for the Easter Cycle...
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New York City and Western New York
 
Location: Manhattan 
Church of St. Francis of Assisi
135 West 31st Street
 
This midtown parish community extends a warm welcome to 
thousands of commuters each day who come to be nourished 
by the sacraments, for quiet time and prayer, to learn more 
about their faith, and to seek professional counseling and 
recovery meetings.  Volunteers are needed to welcome visitors, 
assist at Masses, work in the bookstore, prepare and serve 
food for over 200 people on the daily “breadline,” and to serve as translators for 
French and Portuguese immigrants. 
 
Licensed therapists or students in need of an internship can volunteer their time 
and service in the counseling center. Volunteers also work in conjunction with city 
agencies to assist single-parent families, seniors and the marginalized; through the 
“Grandparents Program,” volunteers knit and crochet baby blankets, sweater sets, 
and booties for infants. 

Contact: Edward A. Trochimczuk, Director of Volunteer Ministry
212-736-8500 ext. 361
etrochimczuk@stfrancisnyc.org
http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/

Mid-Atlantic

Location: Philadelphia, Pa.
St. Francis Inn
2441 Kensington Ave.

St. Francis Inn, which serves over 300 meals a day, 
relies on volunteers locally and from around the world to help collect donations, 
prepare meals, serve food and clean up.  Volunteers are also needed at a local 
thrift store that helps support the Inn and provides clothing for people in need.  
A women’s day center, affiliated with the Inn, serves women, many of whom are 
homeless or victims of domestic violence. Many volunteers return to the Inn and 
find the experience of giving their time and talent in service to those most in need 
to be a source of strength and spiritual growth.  Overnight lodging is available for 
volunteer groups from parishes, high schools and colleges. 

Contact: Fr. Michael Duffy, OFM
215-423-5845
http://www.stfrancisinn.org

Location: New Jersey Shore
St Francis Community Center
4700 Long Beach Blvd.
Long Beach Township, N.J.

The community center, adjacent to the St. Francis of Assisi Church on Long 
Beach Island, serves Ocean County residents of all ages year round.  Volunteers 
are needed to assist with after-school programs, sport events, adult education, 
and helping seniors with transportation needs and delivering “meals on wheels.”  

Location: Hartford, Conn.
St. Patrick – St. Anthony Church 
& Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry
285 Church St.

This vibrant downtown parish and urban ministry cen-
ter offers countless opportunities for serving.  Over 400 
volunteers lend their time and talent each year in a variety of ways from feeding 
the hungry, advocating for social justice, providing  religious education and adult 
faith formation, praying for those in need, and serving at Mass.  Partnerships with 
local organizations such as St. Joseph College, Mercy Housing and Shelter, House 
of Bread, Catholic Charities, and Habitat for Humanity foster a cooperative and 
communal dimension to service.  More adventurous volunteers might consider a 
service trip to the “sister parish,” St. Genevieve in Z’Oranje, Haiti.

Contact: Trudi White, Director of Volunteers
860-756-4034, ext. 110
t.white@stpatrick-stanthony.org
http://www.stpatrick-stanthony.org/

Location:  Rural New York
Mount Irenaeus Franciscan Mountain Retreat
West Clarksville, N.Y.

This Franciscan community, nestled in picturesque 
Southwestern New York, welcomes close to 3,000 
visitors each year to be renewed in the contemplative 
life and nourished by good food and inspirational programs.The spirit of prayer 
and devotion is cultivated not only in the chapel, but in all aspects of life at Mt. 
Irenaeus including gardening, tending the wooded trails, splitting wood for the fire, 
preparing meals, organizing programs, welcoming guests. Volunteers who assist 
with these and other tasks serve for a day, a weekend, or for a summer through an 
intern program for college students. 

Contact: Fr. Louis McCormick, OFM
585-973-2470 
lmcofm@yahoo.com
http://www.mounti.com
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Southern United States 

Location:  Rural North Carolina
St. Francis Springs Prayer Center
477 Grogan Rd.
Stoneville, N.C.

This center provides an environment where guests are nourished through con-
templative prayer and empowered to be instruments of God’s peace in our world 
through active works of justice.  Volunteers welcome some 10,000 guests each 
year by helping to prepare and serve meals, clean guest rooms, care for the nature 
trails around the 140-acre property, lead tours, provide transportation for visitors, 
and operate the book and gift store. St. Francis Springs volunteers and Secular 
Franciscans serve the community by helping at a local food pantry and homeless 
shelter. With its global concern for neighbor, the Center sponsors school children 
in El Salvador and coordinates service trips to that country. More than 100 volun-
teers make this center for contemplative prayer and concern for neighbor a reality.

Contact: Ann Bauer, Administrator
336-573-3751
ann@stfrancissprings.com
http://www.stfrancissprings.com/

Location: Anderson, S.C
Clean Start program
219 Townsend St.

Dozens of volunteers help at Clean Start, a program launched in 2006 by parish-
ioners of St. Mary of the Angels Church that offers showers and laundry facilities 
to homeless people. Clean Start serves an average of 20 clients each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday.  Volunteers can assist both here and at a nearby Soup 
Kitchen with a variety of tasks including greeting clients, washing clothes, serving 
food, and keeping the facility clean.

Contact:  Noreen Smith, Clean Start Director and Women’s Council Chair
864-716-0766
cleanstartsc@gmail.com

Location:  Greenville, S.C.
St. Anthony of Padua Church
307 Gower St.

Volunteers are welcomed at the Franciscan parish 
in northwest South Carolina to assist with the many 
services it offers to its diverse community. They 
help with aspects of the parish’s key programs: 
(1) healthcare assistance (including blood testing, diabetes education, and gather-
ers of denture donations); (2) bill-paying assistance for people needing financial 
and clerical help; and (3) the St. Anthony Housing Initiative which buys/ renovates 
homes for tenants and helps homeowners rehabilitate their houses.  Volunteers 
also help with post-Mass fellowship gatherings by buying food, and preparing and 
serving meals. The parish school, which is proud to have the highest graduation 
rate in Greenville, welcomes tutors and after-care assistance.

Contact: Mary Corner, Parish Administrator
864-223-7717 ext. 216
mary5265@gmail.com
www.newstanthony.com

People with special needs welcome volunteers to assist them with a variety of 
tasks including basic home maintenance and tax preparation.  Volunteers also help  
with planning, promotion, and staffing of special events such as the annual Polar 
Plunge fundraiser where the truly brave take a dip in the Atlantic Ocean in January, 
a Mardi Gras party and talent show, a large summer festival, a craft fair and the 
annual 18-mile run.  

Contact: Rosemarie Kunz, Coordinator, Volunteer Services & Special Events
609-494-8861 ext. 106
http://www.stfranciscenterlbi.com/

Overseas

Location: Central & South America  
St. Francis Builds
A Franciscan Habitat for Humanity Experience

This unique program combines a Habitat for Human-
ity project with a Franciscan retreat, enabling Gospel 
values to take physical form by providing shelter for people in need.  Close to 100 
volunteers have already participated in these 10-day retreat/building projects in 
Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Bolivia.  While there are travel costs asso-
ciated with the trips and a more condensed time commitment than most volunteer 
opportunities, participants have found the experience to be life-changing as their 
eyes and hearts were opened to the realities of the human condition in foreign 
areas of the world.

Contact: Fr. Michael Johnson, OFM, Founder and Coordinator
240-413-0229
mikeofm@stfrancisbuilds.org
http://www.stfrancisbuilds.org/

Behind Provincial Vicar Fr. Dominic Monti (left) and Provincial Minster Fr. John 
O’Connor (right) are jubilarians Fr. Bernard Splawski, Fr. Vincent Cushing, 
Br. Christopher Coccia, Br. Thomas McGowan, Br. Valerian Vaverchak, Br. Romuald 
Chinetsky, and Fr. Cornelius Conti.  Back row: Br. Paul Santoro, Fr. Mathias Doyle,  
Br. David Haack, Br. Justus Frazier and Vincent Grogan.

— Br. Walter is a teacher at Siena College in Loudonville, N.Y.
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Friar’s Corner

A Franciscan 
Washington Presence   
By Joseph Nangle, OFM

F  or over 20 years, the many 
groups comprising the Fran-
ciscan family have seen the 

need for a presence of our charism 
in political Washington, D.C. As 
a center of power, where deci-
sions affecting the world are made 
daily, our nation’s capital presents 
an ideal, even crucial, place for a  
Franciscan impact.

 Though several past attempts to 
organize such a presence failed,  we 
are pleased about recent progress. 
Lack of personnel, financial support 
and a clear vision of just how Fran-
ciscans would insert themselves into 
the Washington world contributed to 
a series of false starts.

As someone who has lived and 
worked in Washington for three 
decades, I found myself involved 
in each of these attempts.  It was 
always clear to me that the useful-
ness, indeed the need, for Francis-
cans to bring our concerns and our 
style of advocacy to bear on places 
like the United States Congress 
and the State Department remained 
fixed in the minds of many sisters, 
friars and seculars. 

A year ago, thanks to the gen-
erosity of Father John O’Connor, 

OFM, Provincial Minister of Holy 
Name Province, a steering commit-
tee of diverse Franciscans called 
a meeting from across the U.S. to 
investigate seriously the feasibility 
of a Washington Franciscan office. 

 Some 300 of us gathered in Bal-
timore in March 2007 for three days 
of discernment on this initiative. 
The result was unanimous agree-
ment that, yes, we would begin an 
advocacy organization, based in 
Washington, that would address 
issues of justice, peace and care 
for the natural environment with our 
country’s leadership.

 The assembly in Baltimore 
drafted a vision statement for the 
new organization, which we named 
“Franciscan Action Network,” and 
stated, in part: “...we commit our-
selves and call all members of the 
Family to speak with one Francis-
can Voice to effect the transforma-
tion of national social policy...”

 Since last March, the Franciscan 
Action Network (FAN) has moved 
from an idea to a reality, thanks, in 
large part, to the energetic organiz-

ing work of Russell Testa, Director 
of the Province’s Justice, Peace 
and Integrity of Creation Office, and 
his assistant, Fran Eskin-Royer. 
Some 40 Franciscan entities belong 
to the new organization, having 
pledged both financial and per-
sonnel support for the activities of 
the Network. The original steering 
committee and a permanent com-
mission designated six geographic 
regions across the United States for 
ongoing grassroots work.

On March 7, 2008 at the Alexan-
dria Hilton Hotel in northern Vir-
ginia, where the annual Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days (EAD) were taking 
place, the Franciscan Action Net-
work made its official appearance. 
It was an appropriate moment for 
the “launching,” as we organizers 

called this event. The 
Ecumenical Ad-

vocacy Days 
typically draw 
some 800 to 
900 lay and 
religious 
social activ-
ists whose 

lives revolve 
around efforts 

to “speak truth 
to power” at every 

level of our national life; this was the 
sixth annual EAD conference.  

 Approximately 100 Franciscans, 
together with several friends of our 
religious family, participated in an 
hour-long prayer service. It included 
invocations, songs, a reading of 
the FAN mission statement, and 
reflections on the hopes for this new 

Washington Franciscan presence.  
You could feel the enthusiasm in the 
room that Saturday.

Two aspects of the Franciscan 
Action Network deserve particular 
notice. First, its office is located in a 
modest Washington neighborhood. 
Since the vision of FAN’s found-
ing group in Baltimore was one of 
solidarity with people who are poor, 
locating in quite a less affluent area 
of this city of power and privilege 
seemed to us entirely appropriate 
for Franciscan advocates. 

Second, FAN will call on Fran-
ciscan family members in all parts 

Transforming 
the world 

in the spirit of 
Francis and 

Clare

Fr. Joseph holds an Ambassador of 
Peace award he received from Pax 
Christi in 2006.
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My 
Franciscan 

Journey

of the world for assistance in our 
analyses and approaches to U.S. 
policies. We see this global Fran-
ciscan linkage as an enormous 
advantage as we deal with the deci-
sions made by our country and their 
effects on so many people in Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. FAN’s 
Web site clearly states the organi-
zation’s theme: “Transforming the 
world in the spirit of St. Francis and 
St. Clare.” 

 All of us involved in the Francis-
can Action Network take much pride 
and satisfaction in what we have 
accomplished thus far. We owe a 
huge debt of gratitude to Holy Name 
Province and our provincial for such 
generosity in providing the seed 
money necessary for this beginning. 

Our hope is that virtually every 
Franciscan entity in the United 

States will embrace the concept of 
a Washington presence that fos-
ters and promotes the ideals of the 
Franciscan family.    

Above all, we ask for the prayers 
of the entire Franciscan world on 
behalf of this public and prophetic 
initiative that is just beginning in 
our nation’s capital. We know that 
the Franciscan Action Network has 
huge potential for good in this world.

 
— Fr. Joseph celebrates 50 years of 
priesthood this year. He lives in the 
Assisi House in Washington, D.C., a 
community of both lay and religious 
Catholics who work toward social 
change.

My journey began in 1955 
in the chapel of St. Bo-
naventure University. I was 

making the Stations of the Cross one 
day when Father Fidelis O’Rourke, 
OFM, stopped me on my way out 
with the question, “Did you ever think 
of becoming a priest?” I answered, 
quite honestly, that I never did. 

But, from then on, I started to 
think about it. I read about St. 
Francis and got very excited about 
Franciscan life, not really about the 
priesthood (which I later came to 
cherish).  When I graduated from 
Bona’s, I resigned my commis-
sion as a second lieutenant that I 
had received through ROTC and 
headed off to Callicoon, N.Y., to join 
the young seminarians, because I 
needed to learn Latin. 

 After earning a degree in sa-
cred theology from The Catholic 
University in Washington, D.C., I 
went back to Bona’s. I enjoyed both 
teaching and the relationship with 
the students and, three years later, 
I went on to Notre Dame to get my 
doctorate in theology. 

I returned to Bona’s in 1971, and 
taught for another seven years 
while becoming involved in campus 
ministry. I especially enjoyed teach-
ing a course on Thomas Merton in 
a library room overlooking “Merton’s 
Heart,” a scenic area on a nearby 

mountain. Another highlight of those 
days was helping to change the old 
maintenance building on campus 
into the Thomas Merton Campus 
Ministry Center. 

In 1978, after much prayer and 
discernment, I left Bonaventure to 
join two friars in Philadelphia for the 
purpose of opening a soup kitchen 
and shelter. We eventually found an 
abandoned bar and, with the help of 
many volunteers, turned it into St. 
Francis Inn.  While tearing down the 
“go go stage,” I hit fellow friar Father 
Emmet Murphy in the head with a 
board that popped up from the floor 
when I hit it with a hammer; it is still 
a vivid memory.

Those were wonderful days. They 
were the days when “intentional 
communities” were popping up in 
the Province, and we formed such 
a community, developing our own 
“life plan.” We lived very simply from 
whatever donations we received 
and, as one of our principles stated, 
“We did not want to serve the poor 
but be poor and serve our brothers 
and sisters.”   All of us went out and 
begged for food to keep the soup 

Fr. Robert Struzynski, OFM

JOURNEY WITH THE FRANCISCANS!
q Please enroll me in St. Anthony’s Guild, supporting the formation 
and good works of the Franciscans.  Enclosed is my gift of:
q $10  q $25  q $50  q Other $___________

Please send me information on how I can become a:
q Franciscan priest, brother or sister  q Secular Franciscan

Name_____________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

City_______________________________________State___________

Zip______________________(membership includes The Anthonian magazine)
Mail to: ST. ANTHONY’S GUILD, 4 Jersey St., East Rutherford NJ 07073-1012
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. . . And Now 
From Our Readers

Tell us your story in 150 words or less, and it may be published in The Anthonian. 
Readers may also submit reactions to topics featured in the publication.  

e-mail:  communications@hnp.org 
or write to:  Fr. John Piccione, OFM, St. Anthony’s Guild, 4 Jersey Street,

    East Rutherford  NJ 07073–1012

kitchen going and many wonderful 
stories developed.

I remember entering a meat mar-
ket on Kensington Avenue named 
“HIJOP Meats.”  After I asked the 
owner for help, he pointed to a 
statue way up in the corner of the 
store.  He asked, “Do you know 
who that is?”  I said, “Yes, that’s 
the Holy Infant Jesus of Prague.”  
He said, “Right, and now you know 
what the letters in the name of my 
store stand for.” He gave us all the 
meat we needed for that night and 
became a weekly contributor.

In 1986, I left Philadelphia and 
went to Jamaica to serve as a mis-
sionary.  To rebuild a local church, 
we started a program called “Gos-
pel Splash,” which means we simply 
went into the poor neighborhoods 
and spread the Gospel all over with 
songs and prayer. We used this 
program to form “Basic Ecclesial 
Communities” in the neighborhoods 
of the parish. These BECs some-
times had cooperatives attached to 
them to help the poor survive.

We also built homes with materi-
als received from “Food for the 
Poor” and started a “Housecraft 
Training Institute.” This was a proj-
ect to help the poor of the neigh-
borhood learn how to sew so they 
could work—either in a factory or at 
home—to earn a living.

In 1993, I left Jamaica and re-
turned to the United States. I went 
to Buffalo, N.Y., and joined Brother 
Michael Oberst, OFM, living with 
men recently released from prison, 
first in the friary at St. Patrick’s 
Church and then in an apartment 

house. For the most part, these 
men had been in the friars’  “growth 
groups” in prison. The program 
is called “Cephas,” and we have 
groups in almost every state prison 
in Western New York.

Men who go through the Cephas 
program, which is still flourish-
ing, are 70 percent successful in 
returning to society. Without such a 
program, 60 to 65 percent return to 
prison. 

In 2005, I left Buffalo to go to 
Mount Irenaeus to further develop 
my contemplative life and minister 
at Bona’s.  The community of friars 
has an amazing life of contempla-
tion and hospitality, Mt. Irenaeus 
truly is home to anyone who comes 
there, and we friars simply caretake 
their home. We also join the friars at 
the university in a common ministry 
that is very unique.

My journey has been awfully 
satisfying, and it continues at Mt. 
Irenaeus. Here, I am able to use 
my experiences in a unique and 
exciting way. I thank the students 
for keeping me young at heart and 
the good Lord for his great mercy 
and love.  
 

—Fr. Bob celebrates 50 years of 
Franciscan profession this year. He lives 
at the Mt. Irenaeus Franciscan Moun-
tain Retreat in Western New York.

EASTER GIFT 
   Two weeks before Easter, I went 
to confession at my parish church. 
It was a windy, cold and rainy day. 
As I sat waiting for the priest, I 
noticed my opal ring was missing 
from my finger. I looked around me 
and could see nothing. I wasn’t too 
concerned, as I thought I had left it 
either in the car or at home. How-
ever, it was nowhere to be found.    

Like always, I started praying to 
St. Anthony for help in finding it. You 
can imagine my surprise and delight 
when the Easter Sunday bulletin 
announced that a ring had been 
found. Sure enough, it turned out to 
be an opal ring. 

I am now praying to St. Anthony 
in thanksgiving and asking God to 
bless the kind woman who found 
my ring in the parking lot and turned 
it into the church office. St. Anthony 
has helped me many times with 
finding lost things. I have eight 
children, so while raising my family, 
many things were lost. We prayed 
so much to St. Anthony that we de-
cided to name our second son John 
Anthony. God bless all of us.

M. A. G., Hanover, Pa.

JUST IN CASE
Please accept the enclosed check 

in the amount of $25 as a donation 
in thanksgiving to St. Anthony for 
prayers answered. Upon returning 
home from a restaurant on Saturday 
evening, my husband realized he 
didn’t have his glasses. We did not 
receive a call from the restaurant 
that anyone had turned in a pair of 
glasses. We searched the house 
and the car to no avail, all the while 
praying to St. Anthony. 

The next day, right before we 
were leaving the house, I opened 
up my eyeglass case and in it were 
my husband’s glasses. We were 
overjoyed! Obviously, St. Anthony 
put them there. So, we thank him 
very much.
    B. and G. M., Morris Plains, N.J. 

HARD TO EXPLAIN
Christmas evening after dinner, 

I sat down to relax when I noticed 
the ruby from the ring my daughter 
had given me two years before was 
missing. I panicked. Immediately, 
I went from living room to kitchen 
and my bedroom looking for it on 
my hands and knees. I looked over 
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every inch of the floor. I even took                 
everything out of my closet floor and 
looked at every nook and cranny; 
I thought it had fallen off when I 
removed my clothes. I asked St. 
Anthony for help. He had helped me 
many times before.

Two days later, I seriously asked 
for his help. That same evening, in 
my bedroom in front of me was my 
ruby. I had gone over the carpet on 
my hands and knees. I had swept 
the floor instead of vacuuming in 
case I found it and nothing — but 
here it was in front of me. Unbeliev-
able! I immediately thanked God 
and then St. Anthony, because I 
know he had heard me. I will forever 
be thankful.

C. L., Plano, Texas

FAITH REWARDED
I thought I had lost about $700 

in money orders from the rental 
property my husband has. (This 
was a partial payment.) Even with 
full payment, this money would not 
cover the mortgage. The payments 
for this property are behind almost 
two months. Even the house we 
live in we don’t know where we will 
get the next month’s payment plus 
other bills. Needless to say, when I 
couldn’t believe that the worse was 
getting worst, regardless of our con-
stant prayers with expectant faith, I 
broke into tears. 

Despite my husband’s unshaken 
faith, I found it hard to stop crying. 
As usual, I turned to St. Anthony 
who always comes to my rescue. 
This time, St. Anthony took his time. 
Then I promised him that, if he 

found this money for me, I would 
support his work with 10 percent of 
this money from my part-time job. 
The next day, I found the money or-
ders in the same place I had looked 
the day before. I can’t tell you how 
happy I felt. 

Here is the 10 percent ($75). 
Please thank St. Anthony for me. 
Also, please ask him to find us 
money that can sustain us, before 
we become homeless. If he does 
this, I will continue to help his work. 
Thank you and God bless you.

A. K. K., Gaithersburg, Md.

ST. JOSEPH RESCUED
We finally sold our little house! 

A few days before the closing, we 
returned to the house to say good-
bye, and to remove the statue of 
St. Joseph which we had buried in 
the front lawn. My husband worked 
hard digging into the frozen soil for 
over a half hour in the February 
cold, but found nothing! 

We then asked St. Anthony for 
help in finding the statue. My hus-
band tried digging once more, and 
suddenly the statue of St. Joseph 
appeared! Thank you, St. Anthony, 
for this and all your many favors.

A.N.H., Bayville, N.J.

love at work

Love at Work

ANOTHER REASON TO GIVE

By remembering the Guild in your will, trust or other estate 
planning, you assure that the charitable works of the 

Franciscans continue on and on.
Our legal title is St. Anthony’s Guild

THE FRANCISCANS
ST. ANTHONY’S GUILD

4 JERSEY ST., EAST RUTHERFORD NJ  07073-1012

®



Express your affection and concern with 
beautiful Mass Cards and Enrollments

Left, Pieta Memorial
For a deceased relative or friend

Deluxe Enrollment Folder 
to honor the living or deceased

Memorial 
Enrollment

Your gift for the poor
in memory of someone

you love

www.anthonian.org
AvAilAble At: 800-848-4538

Be a Wonder-Worker!

Living/Deceased

Bread for the Poor

Mass Card in 
Memory 

of the Departed
conveying your sympathy

 for Intentions of 
the living

on behalf of your
 loved ones TH
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