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For the last several weeks I 
have been very much aware 
of the multiculturalism 
of the Franciscan Order.  I 
recently spent about 12 
days in the Holy Land when, 
as a representative of the 
ESC, I participated in the 
International Meeting of the 

Commissaries of the Holy Land 
(with Jeremy Harrington).  
There were friars literally from 
all over the world.  We prayed 
in different languages and 
followed a European schedule 
and style of community and 
prayer.  I had to adjust my diet 
and schedule and struggle 

to communicate. While 
interesting and exciting, it was 
not always easy. There were 
times when I longed for what 
was known and familiar; I felt 
an inner tug to do things my 
way.  This past week I have 
been in Jamaica.  I talked with 
our brother, Bernard Younas, 
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Jeff visits ‘the Pearl of the Missions’, Page 3.

And Joe Hund will be part of it

BY TONI CASHNELLI

f it sounds like a lot of work, that’s because it is.

On Feb. 1, Joe Hund added another title to his list 
of ministries: Mission Animator for Namibia. It means 
another three years in Africa for Joe, whose work will help 
fulfill a vision of what friars could and should be doing 
there.
 “Our Lady Queen of Peace Province had a Chapter 
in December,” says Joe, speaking this week by phone 
from Holy Redeemer Friary in northern Windhoek, 
where he lives with friars of Irish, Indian and South 
African descent. (One member of the community is away, 
undergoing cancer treatment). At the Chapter, friars were 
encouraged by the General Curia to frame a new vision 
of life and mission for the province. “The challenge from 
the Curia was that this be a graced event offering an 

opportunity for conversion and renewal of the province at 
all levels,” including prayer and fraternity, ministry and 
formation, collaboration with other Franciscan entities, 
the Franciscan mission in Namibia and financial self-
sufficiency. 
 Concerned about the future and declining numbers 
– there are 63 friars in Namibia and South Africa – the 
Curia took the unusual step of appointing a new provincial 
council. Joe was approached about succeeding the Mission 
Superior (now called “Animator”), whose second term 
was ending. “They asked me most likely because of my 
experience in Jamaica and the Philippines,” says Joe, who 
brings his global perspective to the Province. “To be asked 
to take such an important position is quite humbling. 

Joe Hund celebrates Mass at the home of a Filipino family in Windhoek.I

Continued on Page 3
Jeremy Harrington in 
Jerusalem.
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Above, the façade of the Poor Clare Monastery; right, at Holy 
Redeemer Friary, Joe with Br. Sydney, Fr. Anthony, Fr. Bernard 
and Fr. Edward; lower right, Joe greets parishioners after Mass at                      
Holy Redeemer.
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That they trust me enough to be the animator is such a 
tribute.” 

s Assistant Pastor at Holy Redeemer Parish in 
Katutura, Joe does his share of Masses, weddings, 

baptisms, confessions and funerals. “The good news is,” 
he says, “I can animate without having responsibilities 
as a pastor.” The Animator is essentially a guardian, 
“with a big difference in a mission context. In an 
international interprovincial community, you would be 
dealing more directly with a Bishop than the Guardian 
would do in the United States. You’re more or less a 
spokesman for the community at Church or government 
functions.” He represents the friars when religious 
superiors convene and works with the Franciscan family 
in Namibia. The Animator coordinates house chapters, 
days of recollection and 
financial matters for his own 
community and for a three-
man friary in Swakopmund 
on the Atlantic coast, 170 
miles away. “That’s a 
challenge for me to be able to 
relate to two communities,” 
Joe says. On a parish level, 
he animates prayer life and 
cultivates interest in the 
Franciscan way of life. 

n his new role, Joe will 
combine all of that with 
his duties as Assistant 

A

I

Continued from Page 1

Chaplain for the Poor Clares. “For me the challenge 
is inside and outside the community, associating with 
different mindsets, different cultures.” As many as 
seven languages are spoken at Holy Redeemer on any 
given Sunday. (Joe reads the Eucharistic Prayer in 
Afrikaans and the Gospel in English.) “We sit in the 
middle of an intertribal society” still recovering from a 
segregated past. The parish encourages reconciliation 
through mini-retreats for those whose emotional 
wounds were primarily caused by apartheid. “There’s 

a lot to be done in that area yet,” Joe 
says. “We have focused on the healing 
of memories as part of our justice and 
peace in the parish and in the country.” 
 

he recent Chapter gave friars a 
formidable list of issues to address. 
Although “the spirit among the friars 

is terrific,” renewal will take time. And 
in Our Lady Queen of Peace Province, 
“It’s going to be slow going because 
it’s a major change in mindset and 
ideology,” says Joe. He’s only half-
kidding when he describes his new 
duties and tacks on the words, “Lord 
help me.” 
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BY JEFF SCHEELER, OFM

It was not so much an experience of the Holy Land itself, 
but of the internationality of the Order and of the friars who 
live and work in Jerusalem. From Jan. 30 through Feb. 4, I 
was privileged to represent the English Speaking Conference 
at the III International Conference of Commissaries of the 
Holy Land in Jerusalem.  I joined Jeremy Harrington and about 
100 other Commissary friars and their lay collaborators in 
reflecting on the care of the holy sites and the people in the land 
of Jesus.  Minister General Jose Carballo was president of the gathering, 
and the Custos Pierbattista Pizzaballa was present as well.  The meeting 
was organized by the newly established director of the Liaison to 
Commissaries, Giorgio Vigna.
 The Custody of the Holy Land is composed of over 300 
friars from about 30 countries; they work in eight different 
countries, so the life and ministry are rather complex.  The friars 
care for the shrines like the Holy Sepulcher, Bethlehem, and 
Nazareth, though they also minister in lesser known locations. In 
addition to ministry to pilgrims, they also offer social, spiritual, 
and educational programs for the Catholics who live there. The 
Minister General often called the Custody the “pearl” of all our 
Franciscan missions, and reminded us that the Constitutions call 
for every province to share friars with the Custody.
 The Custody also has “Commissary” friars spread throughout 
the world.  These friars, while members of their own province, are 
“at the service of the Custody,” to animate their provinces and 
the faithful and raise awareness about the care of the holy places.  
The Commissaries are ambassadors for the Custody; they lead 
pilgrimages and help facilitate the annual Good Friday collection for the 
Holy Land in their area.  In the U.S., there are three Commissaries: Jeremy 
Harrington, who lives in Washington, D.C.; Joe Rogenski of  Sacred Heart 

who is adjusting his Pakistani culture 
to life with both American brothers 
and the Jamaican people – not an 
easy task!  He shared with me a 
maxim that the once heard: After one 
month in another culture one could 
write a book about the differences; 
after one year, an article; and after 10 
years, one could not write anything 

at all!  Max Langenderfer compared 
this experience with his time in the 
Philippines and Africa, highlighting 
similarities and differences.  Jim Bok 
shared about how he has grown 
in understanding of and comfort 
with the Jamaican reality with each 
successive year.  We don’t always have 
the privilege of doing things our own 

comfortable way.  In fact, it is good to 
be stretched out of our usual comfort 
zones, and to realize that my way 
in not the only (or best) way to live 
(Franciscan) life.  I am better for having 
been stretched!

– Jeff Scheeler, OFM

From Jeff continued from Page 1

The land of Jesus is ‘the 
pearl’ of the missions

Above, Jeff Scheeler with Minister General 
Jose Carballo; below, a street full of shops 
in Jerusalem.
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At Sangre de Cristo: Henry Beck (far right) with Helen, Dan, Teresa 
and Mary.

SJB NEWS NOTES 
FOCUS ON FRIARS

IN GRATITUDE

On behalf of our family in the Philippines, I would 
like to convey our sincerest gratitude for all of your 
condolences, spiritual support and love which you have 
extended to our family as we grieve the death of my 
nephew, Aljhun, and begin to recover from the sudden 
earthquake that hit our hometown last Feb. 6. Your love and 
concern has given us special blessings and perseverance 
to face this real test of our faith in God and life itself. 
We cannot do it alone by ourselves, only with your 
helping hands, solidarity, and touching hearts to lighten the 
hardship and challenges that are placed in front of us right 
now.
 The fullness of my gratitude be yours for all the 
support you shared with us. Your Masses, prayers, phone 
calls, cards, e-mails and words of comfort are deeply 
appreciated. It is a very touching and moving journey, 
knowing that we are not alone in this tragedy caused by the 
earthquake. May the Good God reward you abundantly. 
God bless each and every one of you. Thank you!
— With love and gratitude,
Sr. Luisa Bayate, OSC

     Henry Beck sent this photo of his faith-sharing group at 
Sangre de Cristo in New Mexico. “There are 20 religious 
women and men here for this springtime program, and 
we are an international group,” he writes. “In our small 
faith-sharing group we are: Helen (Australia), Dan (UD in 
Dayton), Teresa (Canada), Mary (Zambia) and me.  We are 
having a very fine workshop this week on ‘Journaling and 
Praying with our Experiences’.  I am keeping the friars in my 
prayer times (with the provincial photo-booklet) and I am 
most grateful to the council and the province for this time of 
renewal and preparation for the novitiate.”

     Feb. 4, the Pantagraph in Bloomington, Ill., profiled Ric 
Schneider in light of his selection as a Distinguished Pastor 
by the National Catholic Education Assn. Enrollment at the 
parish school has doubled during Ric’s tenure at St. Mary’s. 
Asked why they think Ric was selected, parent Gwen Hall 
said, “It’s his ability to talk to kids at their level. They all love 
him from day one.” The article is posted online at:
www.pantagraph.com/news/local/education/beloved-priest-to-be-honored-
by-schools/article_98dd235c-4eec-11e1-a190-0019bb2963f4.html

     Don Miller has a new Vocation Office newsletter posted 
on his blog at: http://vocationvibes.franciscan.org/

     Al Hirt invites friars to consider joining the conversation 
at  the New Ways Symposium March 15-17 in Baltimore, 
Md. “St. Monica-St. George is one of the Endorsers of this 
event,” says Al, who plans to attend, along with Sr. Leslie 
Keener, CDP, from the campus ministry staff. The theme 
of the Seventh National Symposium on Catholicism and 
Sexuality is Lesbian/Gay Catholics and Relationships. Online 
registration is available; go to www.NewWaysMinistry.org 

Valens Waldschmidt, OFM

SJB News Notes, the weekly newsletter of St. John the 
Baptist Province, is produced by the Communications Office, 

1615 Vine St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-6400. Contact Toni 
Cashnelli, Communications Director, at

513-721-4700, ext. 3209. Fax: 513-421-9672;  
e-mail: sjbfco@franciscan.org.

and follow the instructions. “I’d be happy to speak with 
anyone with questions about it,” Al says.

     Abraham Lincoln’s birthday (born 1809) was 
last Sunday, Feb. 12th. Growing up in Metamora, Ill., 
Valens Waldschmidt knew a man who knew Lincoln. 
“The old guy gathered kids under a tree and told 
stories” about Honest Abe, says Valens, who turns 92 
on March 7. Metamora has 
a courthouse Lincoln often 
visited during his time as 
a lawyer with the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit. “Downstairs 
was a small museum with 
artifacts from the Civil War,” 
including a table Lincoln 
used sometime during the 
1860 presidential campaign, 
Valens says. “They had to cut 
out a piece of it [underneath] 
so Lincoln’s long legs would 
fit under it.” 

Page 4
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Jeff praying at the Wailing Wall.

Continued from Page 3

Pastors share wisdom, insights at St. Joe’s
BY MARK SOEHNER, OFM

Last year during the Parochial Forum an idea came up 
of introducing the importance of Franciscan parishes 
to those who are in formation.  The opportunity came 
this year during one of the monthly “Priesthood 
Colloquiums” held at St. Joseph for friars in Simple and 
Solemn Profession who are in the Priesthood Program.  
Friars from the three provinces of Assumption, Sacred 
Heart and John the Baptist participate.  This year, we 
have a friar from the Jalisco Province of SS. Francesco y 
Santiago who participates as well.
 Fred Link, Al Hirt and Greg Friedman volunteered 
to provide this input from the stuff of their lives as 
active pastors.  Although they all live in Cincinnati, 
they presented their three very different parishes (St. 
Clement, St. Monica/St. George, and St. Francis Seraph) 
through a number of stories and facts.  They took to 
the road in Cincinnati on Feb. 9 and began a five-hour 
road trip during which Fred claimed they solved all of 
the world’s problems.  They arrived to find the younger 
friars having some very concrete questions regarding 
how parishes and our Franciscan life intersect, such as:

•	 How does parish ministry affect fraternal life?
•	 What are the criteria for accepting parishes?  For 

staying in parishes?
•	 What is the role for Brothers in parishes?  Can they 

become administrators?
•	 How do pastors care for themselves?
•	 What makes a parish “Franciscan”?

 The hour-and-a-half presentation flew by and could have 
led into a much longer discussion.  Presenters made reference 
to the Order’s document, “Sent to Evangelize”.  The younger 
friars had some questions answered, raised others, and could 
see the vibrancy that parishes provide.  The Presenting Three 
wished that they had even more time to share.  
 We welcome other friars from St. John the Baptist, as we 
do all the provinces, to plan a trip to St. Joseph Friary.  By 
presiding at Mass, hanging out at the breakfast table or going 
downtown with a group, you encourage all of us in our current 
vocation of formation.  
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Province in the Midwest; and Warren Rouse of  St. Barbara Province 
in the west.  
 At the meeting we heard presentations on pilgrimages, finances, 
and the activities, projects, and publications of the Custody.  The 
main task was to write a “handbook” that commissaries can use 
to guide them in their work.  A draft had been prepared, but the 
Commissaries used their experience to refine and elaborate on it.  
The handbook deals with such things as formation, relationship 
to the Custody, their home Province, the dioceses, etc. The 
commissaries were able to share their experiences and learn from 
one another.  We prayed in Bethlehem, at the Holy Sepulcher, and 
walked the Way of the Cross, all very moving experiences.  We 
heard from the Latin Patriarch (the local bishop) and the Apostolic 
Nuncio.  Our liturgies were multilingual, and we used Latin and 
Gregorian chant to cross the linguistic barriers.  
 The common language of the Custody is Italian, but our 
meeting had simultaneous translation into Spanish and English as 
well as Italian.  After the meeting, the Custody provided three days 
of excursions for those who wished, and I was able to see sites in 
Samaria, The Negev Desert, and Jaffa areas.  It was a wonderful 
opportunity to become more aware of this important ministry of the 
Order.

 Pastors Greg Friedman, Al Hirt and Fred Link at St. Joseph’s



BY DON MILLER, OFM

Friday, Feb.10th, five men arrived at St. Anthony Friary 
in Cincinnati to participate in a Come and See weekend. 
As is usually the case, the weekend began with Evening 
Prayer with the local community and ended with the 
Eucharist on Sunday morning.

Attending the weekend were (left to right):

Clinton Collins (38), a painting contractor from Kansas 
City, Mo., who owns his own business. Clinton has a BS 
degree in Business Management having studied at Park 
College and Missouri State University.

Antonio Rigonan (49) comes to us from the Philippines 
via the United States Air Force where he serves as the 
local chaplain in Wichita Falls, Texas. Fr. Rigonan is a 
diocesan priest of the Malolos Filipino diocese who is 
looking into the Religious Life.

Joshua LaPorte (22) from Rochester Hills, Mich., who 
is presently studying Philosophy at the Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit, Mich., working on his BA 
degree which he is scheduled to receive in December of 
this year.

Shawn Fontaine (18) comes to us from Dunedin, Fla. 
He is presently studying at St. Petersburg College in 
Clearwater, Fla. He also works part-time at McDonalds.

Corey Knapke (23) will graduate this June from the 
University of Cincinnati with a BS degree in Mechanical 
Engineering along with an MBA. Corey is from St. 
Henry, Ohio. This past year he spent time in Germany on 
a Co-op through the university.

Please pray for these men as they continue to determine 
the Lord’s call in their life. 

Helping with the Come and See were Richard Goodin, 
Clifford Hennings, Michael Charron and Roger 
Lopez.  
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VOCATION VIBES

(News from Erwin Schoenstein about earthquake damage in the 
Philippines was forwarded to Jack Wintz from Max Hottle, who 
formerly served there and is now in New Mexico.)  

Guihulngan [in the Central Visayas] was the epicenter of a 
6.9-magnitude earthquake which struck just before noon on 
Monday, Feb. 6. The damage to buildings is terrific. One section 
of a two-story building is now reduced to one story. Whole 
structures are twisted and cracked to pieces. Five of our buildings 
have been officially condemned. 
 One student only was killed by a falling chunk of cement. 
The students had just left school for the noon break. What a 
miracle! Pablo Cui is the Rector of the school and college. At 
the time of the quake he was in his room on the ground floor of 
the friars’ house. He escaped just in time before the structure 
collapsed. A wash woman in the other basement room was 
trapped, but later rescued. After the quakes, the sisters and friars 
are living in tents outside. Of course there is no electrical power, 
water, etc. 
 But relatively few lives were lost. Worst was a community 
in La Libertad covered by a landslide. A girl buried under rubble 
could see light and texted, asking for help. She was found later, 
dead, still holding her cell phone. Our Custodial Superior, Bob 
Bayaras, was in Negros at the time of the earthquake and now 
days later still has not been able to return to Cebu. 
 One last point: This year is 50 years since we built those 
first buildings. Pablo and all were planning for a Golden Jubilee 
of St. Francis School on Oct. 4, 2012. What a Golden Jubilee 
celebration! We thank God that all the sisters, friars and almost all 
of the students are alive and healthy. 

— Erwin Schoenstein, OFM

Amidst the rubble is 
gratitude for lives spared 
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Taking care of business 
It was a quiet 
week at St. 
Francis Seraph 
Friary, the perfect 
atmosphere for 
a meeting of 
the Executive 
Committee of the 
English Speaking 
Conference. 
Gathered for three 
days in Cincinnati 
were (left to right): John Puodziunas, Provincial Minister of ABVM 
Province and Vice President of the ESC; Tom Washburn of IC Province, 
ESC Executive Secretary; and John Hardin, Provincial Minister of St. 
Barbara Province and President of the ESC.
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